Home & Garden
information
pages 5,6 &7

S o Contest highlights value of T
By Lisa Loomis On eS Ig Ig S Va ue O rees
April 23, 2020 _
Valley Reporter(Waitsfield) editorial

In the midst of this time of self-isolation and social di
tancing during COVID-19 our lives have changed in so many
ways that it's hard to keep up.

A lot of these changes have been difficult and scary aRy
painful. But at least one change in how Vermont condud
itself has been good and that has been the way Vermo
elected leaders communicate with us.

With his three-times-a-week press conference, Goverrns
Phil Scott and his cabinet have been providing unparalleled
access to the information they are using to guide their de
sions.

journalists from all over the state. Oftentimes other cabi \
members are present either in person or by phone.

By demonstrating such willingness to answer every sindle
question from every corner of the state, Scott and his team
are providing all journalists with a vast amount of informg-
tion that they disseminate to their communities, improvirlg
all Vermonters’ awareness and information during this pah-
demic.

And that's a good thing. Far too often, only a handful ¢f
media outlets cover press conferences. Now that journalists
are encouraged to call in versus attend in person, participa-
tion is much more extensive and inclusive and this will change
how newsgathering takes place in Vermont going forward|

It helps all of us to hear the concerns and questions asked
by reporters from other parts of the state. It gives all of ug a
fuller picture of what is happening and what is important
during this challenging time.

Clearly the governor and his cabinet and staff have an

enormous amount on their plates, yet, following the governor’s . . . .
example, they are taking the time to respond to every quédale Marcotte, who attends Fletcher Elementary School in Cambridge, had the top entry in the Grade 2 division in the

tion they are asked. Growing Works of Art contest, sponsored by the Vermont Urban and Community Forestry Program. Hale says, “l really like
Compare these extremely informative and useful pre§@ture because when I go to bed, I can hear all different kinds of birds in the trees. When | play outside, there is a big tree
conferences with what is happening at the national level whdréke to climb with my brother. We shake snow onto my little sister! We also like going into the woods and sledding. There
journalists are berated and scolded and talked over. Weifed jump between two trees. Itis really fun! When we go camping at the beach, my brother and I go into the woods to get
lucky here in Vermont that getting critical information to thevood for the campfire. At my cousin’s house, you can bring a snowboard up into the woods and snowboard down by the trees
public is such a high priority for the Scott administration. just before you hit a jump over the river.”
That's a real silver lining. PHOTO COURTESY OF THE VT URBAN AND COMMUNITY FORESTRY PROGRAM

Reprinted with permission.
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Atotal of 210 Vermont students from 15 schools and five First Grade: Thea Lenihan, Rochester Elementary School,

Ma ropertv taxes — Bolton home school families demonstrated their creativity througRochester
Yy Property artwork and stories about trees for the Growing Works of Art Second Grade: Hale Marcotte, Fletcher Elementary School,

By Amy Grover brid
contest, sponsored by the Vermont Urban and Communigmboriage
. .BOIton Town Clerk and Treasyrer Forestry p?ogram (VTyUCF) as part of its Arbor Day activi_@?Thil'd Grade (tie): Leo Maiello, The Mountain School at
The final installment of property taxes is due on Monday,_ - Winhall, Bondville, and Rowan Lawrence, home school stu-
May 18, 2020. The theme of this year’s contest was “Trees are superl§€nt, Tunbridge. Rowan is a two-time winner, also placing

ert@?&r&lgg (ier:éhartgr? %ngfgtgféx |g?: :{)IgrS\;?tll/n;enTjt f(]:/opirr?t es.” Elementary and middle school students were askeditgt in competition two years ago when in first grade.

est and trigger the process outlined in the Delinquent ate a drawing and story about why tree-S are |mpprtant td:OUrth Grade: Porter McDonnell, Rochester Elementary

Collection Policy. As always, there is no “grace period,” anjcm and were encouraged to share favorite memories.  School, Rochester i , .
Y- yS, g p , Entries were judged on creativity and originality (50cy%F|fth Grade: Ziva Baker, Mater Christi School, Burlington;

May 18, 2020 Federal postmarks are accepted as on timg, 4" \vell the students communicated their tree stofj¥a also had the top entry for her grade in both first and

Please note: all taxpayers should anticipate making th . ird arade.
payment by mail, or by leaving payments in the drop box, 0%). In many schools, teachers incorporated the contByfd g

: p . (o o their English, science, or art curriculum. Sixth Grade: Sean Early, Mater Christi School, Burlington
the Towkr] Office redrrg)al_ns clglsed tothe publ(lic at |t-h'$ t'&ne' One winngr was selected from each grade and received £€venth Grade: no entries o
are working toward being able to accommodate fimite acczjﬁesrmont State Park punch pass. The top entries are featureflighth Grade: Lydia Beaulieu, Mater Christi School,

with a very strict process in place (including masks require inline aigo.uvm.edu/growingarCiick on each image for the Burlington

no bathroom access, gloves required, bring your own p e and to read the story. The winners were: VT UCF is a partnership between University of Vermont

d{j‘é‘éﬁﬁi‘;” t?lﬁetrhgscrorc)zrsssoga(tjoﬂ?neler?é g‘é‘sgzirimr‘eigi rf:aefs Kindergarten: Levi Woodward, Upper Valley HaverXtension and the Vermont Department of Forests, Parks
g , but that p : y A&tschool Program. White River Junction and Recreation. For more information, go to
not currently in place. In short, we simply cannot safe www.vtcommunityforestry.org

accommodate a steady stream of people coming into thiE 11y
fice to make tax payments. d d —_ d

While we will continue to accept cash payments (so ra H Ol e n U n e rh I II S
towns do not accept cash), without having person to pers

contact, it becomes a very complicated and time-consumiﬁ’]te r| m Town Ad m | N |Strat0r

process, if the cash payment is not exact. Paying by check or

money order is greatly preferred. One taxpayer said »
shouldn't really matter how she pays, because we “havegg Phyl Newbeck because | know a lot about the town and procedures,” Holden

go to the bank anyway.” Actually, we “go to the bank” righ pecial to the Mountain Gazette said, noting that during his term on the Select Board, which
from the office with a scanner that deposits checks and moneyprad Holden had been thinking about a new line of workas from 2011-2014, he served with Dan Steinbauer, who is
orders directly to the town’s bank account. when he learned that Brian Bigelow was retiring from hithe current chair.

If your cancelled check is not a sufficient receipt, and yquosition as Underhill Town Administrator. A life-long resi- April 27 was the deadline for applications for the Town
would like a receipt from the office, please enclose a stampg@nt of Underhill, Holden wrote to Bigelow and offered tAdministrator position and Holden said dozens of people
self-addressed envelope, per the Town's Tax Payment Polig, i as Interim Town Administrator while the town looketiave applied. A committee will be helping the Select Board
reggggg é?(ggg[}gefr']n%jﬁ;}g Isé?/)éIgsbflaggy?rslgpsgﬁlrb:)eroas@ a full-time replacement. "I_Went to the Select Boa_rd meetiecide which canplidates to intervie_w but tha_t process will
erty taxes by check or money order through the U.S. Poshg on March 19,” Holden said. “It was the last public meetot take place until Governor Scott lifts restrictions on meet-
Service or the office drop box. Like everyone, we are lookidg9 they had and they took me up on my offer. They wenegs, so things are on hold at least until May 15. Holden has
forward to a return to normal, and we miss being able to ctgateady accepting applications and | just offered to take thet submitted an application but hasn't completely ruled it
with our residents. job until the process was donem but it turned out to be a gomat yet. “I told them I'd stay as long as they need me to,” he

We recognize that these are challenging times for us all, aAthg because of the way things changed with the onsetsafid. “| want them to find the right person and that may take
financially challenging for some. All taxpayers may requegtoy|p-19.” more than one round. The goal was for me to fill in for Brian
Lﬁ?;xbefeﬂigéfsmgpﬁgfggf;?gragin\}?xoéalggga;gﬁnﬁo'de” is enjoying the part time position and his role iand keep things together. | want to add to the work he’s done
as one 6fr)the statl’Jtory criteria has been' sétiéfied. O’ne Cﬂf eping Underhill going. Andrew Strniste, the Zoning andnd just hope that we can find the right person for the job.”
rion a person can use to request an abatement is an inabif§NiNg Administrator, has been working from home, and Holden is thankful Vermont Secretary of State Jim Condos
to pay their taxes, interest, and penalty fees — 24 V.S.ATgwn Clerk and Treasurer, Sherri Morin, and Assessor, Kerrhias loosened the state’s Open Meeting laws to avoid bringing

Bolton taxes continued on page 2 Blaisdell, have limited office hours. “It was easy to step in Brad Holden continued on page 2
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Six candidates seeking three seats on VEC Board NEWS BRIEES

-
N

Six candidates are vying for three seats up for election t
year on the board of directors of Vermont Electric Coope
tive (VEC).

This year members will choose one representative in th
VEC board districts. In West Zone, which includes Bolto
Cambridge, Huntington, Jericho, Johnson, Richmond, Sto
Underhill, Westford, and Waterville, and other towns, the
is a three-person contest.

VEC members can vote for candidates online and by m
between May 1-20. Because VEC is holding a modified, “r 4
\r/rZ)c'[)itr?g Annual Meeting this year, there will be no in-perso 24 of Health strongly encourages it and we on the Selectboard

. Id like to encourage our residents to follow those guide-
In West Zone, Jeff Forward of Richmond, Ken Hoeppner - wou . .
of Jeffersonville, and Bill Karstens of Alburgh are all seekin JeffForward  Ken Hoeppner  Bill Karstens lines. Masks do not negate the need to be physically distant

the seat in a three-way race. gix candidates are vying for three seats up for election thifom others but do help to prevent the spread of coronavirus.

“Democratic member control is a key co-op principle,year on the board of directors of Vermont Electric CooperaOne important thing to remember is that wearing a mask
noted VEC Chief Executive Officer Rebecca Towne. “Antive (VEC). In West Zone (from left), Jeff Forward of Rich- Ultimately helps you to protect others and the masks that
VEC’s annual director election is an important opportunitsnond, Ken Hoeppner of Jeffersonville, and Bill Karstens ofothers are wearing are helping to protect you. Masks provide
for members to have a say in the co-op’s direction,” she sadburgh are all seeking one seat in a three-way race. @ simple, tangible way for us to help safeguard the Cambridge

Wearing masks during
the COVID-19 outbreak

By Courtney Leitz
Cambridge Selectboard
There has been a great deal of discussion around wearing
masks during the COVID-19 outbreak... While Vermont has
not mandated that residents wear masks, the VT Department

Because VEC is a cooperative, VEC members elect local PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED community while out in public supporting our businesses.
representatives — other VEC members — to serve on the If you aren’t the sewing type or haven't had the time to
twelve-member board. Directors participate in setting policstructions for voting by mail or on-line. make a mask between trying to continue to do your job from
and are expected to represent the interests of the VEC menstatements from the candidates and more information abbame and homeschooling your kids, here is a link with further
bership. the modified 2020 Annual Meeting is availableh#ps://  info on the importance of masks and a quick video on how to

VEC members will receive in the mail a packet with inwww.vermontelectric.coop/about-us/annual-meeting make a cloth face covering from a t-shirt and two rubber

bandshttps://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-
: PRT : : o) getting-sick/cloth-face-cover.html _
Plannmg bU|Id|ng pI'OjeCtS In BO“ZOI’] : ] . _ o ) In addition, Cambridge Cares has obtained a number of
Amy Grover permits for projects you would like to start building anytimenasks for residents. You can request one of those masks by
Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer thlls\lyear.” d be ol g " ~ emailing them  with your address at
: : P Aaten ormally, we would be pleased to meet with you in pegovid19@cambridgecaresvt.oigupplies are limited, so there
yoErrepaeTrlr?i?s'?f spring/summer building projects? OK, 9%n to d|scg?s your plansd, v(xghfat regulations appl¥, and wefiﬁéy be a bit of a wait but they will send one out to you as
Althouah tofus h b idelined f ks d Srmlts and fees are needed for your project. Unfortunatedpon as they become available. If you are someone making
the st:ﬁgt-lf?gﬁeoorléiser at\éeere(?sgsglgliﬁqlrrl]weer gcrr\:\gepee ?halie iﬁ to the current closure of the Bolton Town Office to th@asks locally and would like to let Cambridge Cares know

lic, that kind of in-person help is on hold, for now. (Chedkat you have them, you can also contact them through the
may soon get the go-ahead to emerge from our cocoons : . '
ren)éwed e%ergy agnd our toolboxes gijn hand. When that hijg: [©OWn website home page for updates.) Regardless, zahove email.
pens, will you be ready to get started on your spring a administrator Larry Lewack is available to assist you _by Be strong and be well Cambridge! We appreciate every-
summer building plans? one, 802-434-5075 x225, and by emaikhing thateveryone is doing to help stem the tide of COVID-
As a reminder, most new construction projects in the to ningbolton@gmavt.netarry’s office hours are on Mon- 19. This is a fantastic community and it has been encouraging
of Bolton require getting a zoning permit before you build@YS 10:00 AM — 4:00 PM and by appointment. “watching the way all of you are working, and volunteering, to
. Zoning permit applications can be downloaded at the limelp us all get through this.
ove) and printed, then mailed in with your permit fees, %
sited in the drop slot at the Town Office. If you don lutter Barn closed
access to a working printer, call us: we can mail applicgs., +: :
on forms to you. (Your completed application can also gjnt” further notice
anned at home and emailed. But payment of fees is reTraditionally, the United Church of Underhill Clutter Barn
23 g - quired to start processing your application.) Please allawpens for collection of donations of gently used household
?O(;Vltgnv\ctéggirpédocuments/zomng permit-applicatipogthe extra time for review and approval. items on the first Saturday in May. This year everything is
: S ; If you're not sure if you need a zoning permit, whicldifferent because of the COVID-19 crisis. Please note: THE
|evvg’|h'é%mmgsr;§r°rﬁ°etj f:\zet\’; ;‘rﬁ’é’fve%\‘};l";g}’]ﬁth?fomm rmit is needed, or what to include on your applicatioGLUTTER BARN WILL REMAIN CLOSED UNTIL FUR-
! Y pp plart with our zoning FAQs. If you're unsure about fee§HER NOTICE. Please watch for more information con-

gr?t\jl (Zlg gi?(?nnatll Ieree\g%vtr? : S;g'ceTshsatF%?rt]h%gg f’eez;forglsv‘i’t?se t rules apply to your project, need help to complete teerning the Clutter Barn schedule for the 2020 season.
to get started early, even before you have secured financin ication or anything else about the process, call or email.

scheduled any contractors. It's not too soon to apply fOf° & ¢ here to help, and will respond soon! Free Mansfield Dairy products

N EWS B R I E FS By Jim Curran, United Way of Lamoille County
Have you worked in Lamoille County and recently been

That includes new homes, additions to existing building fo
prints, replacing mobile homes, new sheds, garages or b
larger than 80 square feet, home businesses, and acce vg
dwellings. If you're not sure if your project needs a permi
or how to apply, see the “Do | Need a Permit — Zonin
FAQs” handout on the Zoning Applications padmti://

Bolton Potholes is closed B ot el ey oot
Amy Grover, Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer ucts such as milk, cheese, yogurt, and eggs.
Refusal to return Bolton Potholes is CLOSED for safety per order of the Monday-Saturday, May 4-9, bring an old pay stub or proof
to work: COVID-19 Town of Bolton and Vermont River Conservancy. of employment to Mansfield Dairy and choose up to $20 in
Vermont'’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” guidelines: products for free.

By John Mandeville
Executive Director
Lamoille Economic Development Corporation
Here is a link to the clarification on returning to work just
issued by the Vermont Department of Labor. There is infor-
mation here for both employees and employers. Please rea
to ensure you are aware of the consequences of not returning
to your job if you are called back to work.
https://labor.vermont.gov/unemployment-insurance/

* Recreate only within walking distance of your home, Mansfield Dairy, 1424 Waterbury Rd., Stowe. Hours of
or drive no more than 10 miles to access a park or trailoperation: 9:00 AM — 5:00 PM, Monday, Tuesday, Wednes-
* Avoid crowded trails that do not allow six feet ofday, Friday, Saturday; closed Thursday.
distance. If a parking lot is crowded, please go elsewhere PLEASE NOTE: Please wait outside if there is someone
d * Leash your dog! ) _ shopping in the store, and you MUST wear a face mask to
» Don't visit public places if you're sick. enter.

* Avoid risky activities, so as not to put more strain on provided for by United Way of Lamoille County
hospitals or emergency responders.

" 3 o Bolton Potholes cannot safely accommodate these gui
refusal-return-work-cavid-19 lines, and is CLOSED until the “Stay Home, Stay Safe" elp Support Meals on Wheels
order is lifted. By Amy Grover
h_ttps://www.vermontriverconservan_cy.org/about-veymont- Bolton Town Clerk and Treasurer, Bolton
river-conservancy/vrc-changes-during-the-pandemic Vulnerable older adults are at the greatest risk amid COVID-

. 19. Local Meals on Wheels programs are on the front lines
Brad Holden continued from page-1 every day, focused on doing all we can to keep older Ver-
too many people together at one time. With help from thged to conduct title searches if they want to refinance theionters safe and nourished. The costs and efforts needed to
Tech Group of South Burlington, which assists Underhi{bmes or have other issues which have to be addressed. @rdyect seniors from COVID-19 require additional emergency
with IT matters, the Select Board decided to use GoToMeetige visitor is allowed in the office at a time and they need fiands, which is why we are asking federal and state lawmak-
software for meetings and hearings. “We’re hooked up to tgar a mask and use hand sanitizer. ers, corporations, foundations, and the public to remember
network and there is a lot of personal information,” Holden The interim position has not been without challenges, ithese vulnerable older adults in our response.
said, “so we were cognizant of security concerns with oth@liding questions regarding how much work the road crews Make a donation: Your gift of any size goes a long way to
platforms.” The Conservation Commission met via a telgould be allowed to do, but Holden notes that a relativehelp reduce hunger and isolatiagewellvt.org.
phone conference call, but the Select Board, Developmggéy mud season has made life easier. “It takes patience to Shop our online auction benefiting Meals on
Review Board, and Planning Commission are all using #flow the governor’s orders,” he said, “but I think it's workedWheels https://www.32auctions.com/AgeWell.
GoToMeeting software, which also allows for live streaminge| for us.” « \olunteer: Volunteers must be 16+ years or older. Infor-
by Mount Mansfield Community Television. “I wouldnt  For Holden, the Interim Town Administrator job has beemation can be found https:/www.agewellvt.org/giving-back/
say we're operating at 100%,” Holden said, “but we're closey'nice change of pace. His mother died on New Year's Eve amdunteer  or  contact  802-662-5249  or
Holden noted that while many Town Offices in VermorKe is winding down his surveying business. “It's been a bignarks@agewellvt.org
are completely closed, Sherri Morin believes it is importaghange in my life,” he said, “and I'm looking to find a full- « Spread the word: Please let your friends, family, and
to have limited hours in Underhill because residents M@ve job where I'm not working for myself. It's been nicenetworks know that older Vermonters need their help! Tell
having flexibility, but I've them about the ways they can give (the list above!). Follow
F™ "= Omm Em Em Em Em Em Em Em mm Em mm o mm omm omm omm g had enough of being self-Age Well's social media channels — Facebook, Twitter,

E EI D E EI E g I I I S B E! EEB E G E employed.” Although the Instagram, and LinkedIn, and share our posts to spread aware-
I pandemic has created d1€ss.

I great deal of stress, Holden
|

is enjoying the opportunity Bolton taxescontinued from paget——F-——
to help out his hometown
I PER GALLON OF GASOLINE

|
1 while he ponders his next 1535(a)(3). Although the ability to abate exists, it must be
| step. In the meantime he,Srequested, it is up to the discretion of the Board of Abate-
: ’ ment (Select Board, Town Clerk, Justices of the Peace), and
| thankiul for the way jiisnot required that the Board abate any amount, even if the
Underhill residents have person requesting an abatement meets one of the criteria un-
. . " " . . l been responding. “I really der 24 V.S.A. § 1535.

Cannot be combined with other offers. Ad required for discount. appreciate everyone’s pa- Please contact the Town Office if you would like more
e e tience,” he said. information on requesting abatement.
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Important information Free meals for all Help us to help you
about upcoming elections LNSU children under 18 with Census 2020
By Mark Schilling By John Mandeville By Mark Schilling
Cambridge Town Clerk Executive Director, Lamoille Cambridge Town Clerk
In light of the COVID-19 crisis, the State of Vermont Economic Development Corporation Greetings neighbors!

legislature is seriously considering remote voting for both theIf you are a family with preschoolers and toddlers, you | hope you and your families are safe and well. If you

August primary and November general elections. It is urgerdn receive free meals for them! Lamoille North School Distaven't already, please take a few minutes to complete the

that you check your voter record to make sure your addrésst is providing free meals to any child under the age of 18020 Census online now 2020census.go¥r, if you pre-

is current. We cannot send you a ballot if we do not have ydtinildren from any community can receive meals from any &r, respond to the paper questionnaire when you get it in the

correct address. our sites, open from 11:00 AM — 1:00 PM on Mondaysnail or when it is left at your place of residence. (NOTE:
You can check your address online by visiting the Vermoitiesdays, and Thursdays at Cambridge Elementary Sch@liestionnaires are not mailed to post office boxes.)

Secretary of State’s MyVoterPagétips://mvp.vermont.gov/ Eden Central School, Hyde Park Elementary School, andCounting everyone in our community is important. Re-

. Sign in using the form fields requested. Your will need youiohnson Elementary School. sponses to the 2020 Census shape decisions about how bil-

VT drivers license number. Note that your registered town is Children do not need to be present to receive meals —ians of dollars in federal funds flow into communities like

CAMBRIDGE, not Jeffersonville. parent can pick up the meals. ours each year for the next ten years for critical services.
When you come to your voter information, review your On Mondays, all children receive one breakfast and ofidese services include health care, emergency response,

address for accuracy. If you make changes, remember yaunrch. schools and education programs, roads and bridges, and much

legal address in this system is always CAMBRIDGE, not On Tuesdays and Thursdays all children receive two breakere.

Jeffersonville, even if your mailing address is in Jeff. If yofasts and two lunches. The COVID-19 pandemic underscores the importance of

need to change your address to a different town, you will Delivery may be available for families on our bus routegensus data and census participation. Now more than ever,
need to fill out a new registration. Click the link on the inforPlease email Tammy,NMealdelivery@Insd.orgfor more your response to the 2020 Census matters. Respond today,

mation page. information. and make sure your family, friends and neighbors respond
If you have any questions or issues, contact the Tov§ . . . too.
Office atclerk@cambridgevt.org till havmg ISSUes ONLINE TIP: If you have not received anything from the
Thank you for taking a minute to review your informas , - Census Bureau yet, you can still respond online. Visit the
tion. with UI/PUA paymentS? online form atvww.2020census.g@nd select “Start Ques-
. By Thomas Stevens tionnaire.”
Share your stories State Representative, Washington-Chittenden
. . . . Are you still struggling with UI/PUA issues? The Speaker
with the VT Historical SOCIth of the House and Rep. Krowinski have developed a way 2&0 .
By Thomas Stevens legislators to get your case issues for Unemployment or P VID-19: Support

State Representative, Washington-Chittenden demic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) for self-employef : . :

How are youpexperiencing COVID919 and the effect it hameople directly to the Vermont Department of Labor. A or KmShlp Careglvers
on your community? The Vermont Historical Society wantsuch progress has been made, this new system was devellermont Family Service recognizes the COVID-19 Stay
to hear your stories! Visitovid-19.digitalvermont.orgo  oped to get everyone their benefits ASAP, and while weléome Stay Safe order has placed additional stress on families
share photographs, anecdotes, memories, and creativeheard that many people are now enrolled and receiving funded caregivers. Need someone to talk to? We provide sup-
pressions of the impact quarantine has on your life. Ase’d like to know and to help those who are still somewheport with educational, financial, and emotional concerns while
your contributions to the shared archive and help VHS prea the queue. caring for children in a kinship relationship (grandchildren,
serve the history we are creating now for future historians. Please contact mestevens@Ileg.state.VT, 08 Rep. Wood, nieces, nephews, children of close friends or family). Re-

The VHS also provides digital resources to Vermonterstatood@Ieg.state.VT.u# you'd like us to reach out to the sources are available. Please call Vermont Kin As Parents at
home. Visitvermonthistory.org/vhs-onlin® find podcasts, Department of Labor on your behalf. 802-871-5104.
videos, educational activities, and fun online programming.

Turkey hunting began May 1 State of
Take the 2020 Census today! Y By%arah gmo 4 vermont
By Emma Vaughn, Communications Manager Chair, Westford Conservation Commission )
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission Please note that the spring turkey season began on Frigyl idance
If you have not already done so, please take 10 minutday 1, so be aware when you're out and about, including on .
today to fill out the 2020 Census and encourage others tottle Westford trailsWear orange, leash your dog, and mak&N burning

the samehttps://2020census.gov/ noise. Mathew Champlin = .
As of today, only 60% of Chittenden County residents Hunting is not allowed on school grounds, but is permitted Chief, UJFD Mountam ngh
and 43% of Vermont overall have completed the Census. Yelsewhere. Orange vests will be placed at the entrance to thgy accordance with State Pizza P|e

can track the response at this website created by the Vermeobds at Maple Shade Town Forest. Please take one on y@usxermont Guidance, the
Center for Geographic Informatianitps://2020.mapvt.com/ way into the woods if you need it, and return it on the wasire Wardens and UJFD will| Curbside pickup only

Results from the 2020 Census will be used to direct biput. not be issuing burn permits| Menu available at
lions of dollars in federal funds to local communities fi in the communities of |mthighpizzapievermont.corh
schools, roads, and other public services, as well as help odf] SCELLANEOUS INFORMATION Underhill and Jericho. We are '
communities prepare to meet transportation and emergenrey following the State of Ver- Monday 4:00 - 8:30 PM
readiness needs. mont guidance in an effort to Tuesday - Thursday

For the first time ever, you can complete the Census onliieOVID-19, masks, minimize the need to put 11:00 AM - 8:00 PM
(with over 50 languages translated). You can also respond vi . firefighters in close proxim- Friday
mail or phone. Please visl020census.gowday! aﬁd ﬂattemng the C.U'I’VG ity while responding to 11:00&%;(%00 PM

By Mark Schilling brush or grass fires. We ask 11:00 AM - s-éo PM
One of the most important ways to flatten the COVID-18|| community members to ’ Sunda;'/
curve is to wear a face mask in public. This, along with sociabt burn at this time. The 4:00 - 8:30 PM

MlSCELLAN EOUS INFORMATION distancing and frequent hand washing will help us all bringurrent State of Vermont 899-3718

. this terrible situation under control. guidance is in effect until the Route 15,
Higher 3SquaresVT The VT State Health Department recommends that ahd of May 2020. Jeri-Hill Plaza. Jericho

: : : Vermonters wear cloth face coverings when outside of the '
benefits in Ap”ly May home, since COVID-19 can spread before a person has any

Many 3SquaresVT households will get a higher benefit Bymptoms. Many people are still not complying with thi =
April and May as part of the federal Coronavirus Relief Bilklecommendation. Part of the problem may be that they The MOU nta' n Gazette
This is a temporary increase to help during th!a current crisigt kl:]OW where to find masks. Here is a link to some sourc 6558 VT Route 116, Starksboro, VT 05487
and will not permanently change a household’s monthly belnttps://vem.vermont.gov/covid19/facecovering.
efit. Some people still may not be able to find or afford mas (802) 453-6354 mtngazette@gmavt.net

Households already getting the maximum 3SquaresVT b&bambridge Cares wants to help. Please contact ug at ] ]
efit, or a zero benefit, will not get an increase. Everyone elsevid19@cambridgecaresvt.oog 802-242-0426 to requesty - Deadline May 14, Published May 21, 2020

will get the mziximum benefit for their household size: masks. We will send them to you as they become available. grenda Boutin - publisher/ad design/delivery
1 person = $194; Special thanks to the many generous people and biisi- . hvl beck Editi i
« 2 people = $355; nesses who have contributed to Cambridge Cares before[andN€WS writer - Phyl Newbeck, Editing -Sara Riley
* 3 people = $509; during this crisis. If you wish to make a contribution of any Letter Policy: Maximun 450 words
* 4 people = $646; amount, you may send it to: _ | One letter per writer, per calendar month.
* 5 people _:_$768; _ Cambridge Cares, P.O. Box 462, Jeffersonville, VT 05464 Must be signed for attribution
 Each additional person = +$146. Thanks to everyone. Keep Caring! . -
3SquaresVT households don’t need to do anything to get with writer’s address and phone number.

Send your news tantngazette@gmavt.net
Full paper available online at
www.mtngazette.com

the increased benefit. If eligible, they’ll automatically get it .
the same way they get their benefits now: on an EBT carl,enChO Farmers Market update
through direct deposit, or by check. We wanted to update you on the status of the Jerigho
The benefit will be available to eligible recipients for AprilFarmers Market amid the COVID-19 crisis.
2020 on Saturday, May 16 by EBT; Tuesday, May 19 by You may have heard some discussion in the news that
direct deposit, or when check arrives. Farmers Markets’ operations are limited under the governorg
current “Stay Home/Stay Safe” order. However, as our schefil-

More COVID-19 assistance links uled opening date isn’t until Thursday, May 28, we are hop§-
By John Mandeville ful that the order will not affect us. If we do need to postpong

Executive Director our opening day, we will be sure to update you on our websig g

Lamoille Economic Development Corporation jerichofarmersmarket.com . The perfect gift, or treat yourself...
Here is a link to a chart put together by USDA, Rural We have lots of vendors signed up, both old favorites arjd
Development, which provides an easy to understand compi '€ woncljerful new faces, and we're looking forward t
lation of the current federal COVID-19 assistance progra geing you: ) .
for rural communities, businesses, and others: For now, we wish you health and Ioo_k forward to a tim{
https://ww.rd.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ Whé-‘lf‘ e ‘;ﬁ'&?afe'y see each other again!
USDA_COVID-19_Fed_Rural_Resource_Guide.pdf M'Za eth King ho F Mark
The Tink below will take you to the Agency of Commerce Manager, Jericho Farmers Market
and Community Development website page where you will erichofarmersmarket@gmail.com
find a list of available resources with additional links to de-
tailed information. Whoever saves a life is considered to have saved the worf.
https://www.thinkvermont.com/2020/04/14/business- — Taimlla
tools-resources-covid-19/

J?‘":Chocolates

el
/. "’?\m Handmade in Vermant,

Blue Mall, So. Burlington « 802-863-8306
Factory Location, Route 15, Jericho ¢ 802-899-33 3
www.snowflakechocolate.com
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HEALTH NEWS

Maternal mental health matters  Slow the spread, wear a cloth HealthVermont.gov —
Being pregnant or home with an infant during the COVI i 1 _
19 pandemic can be an isolating and stressful experiea‘c%.ce mask on pUbIIC transit yOUI" source for COVID-19

Staying healthy while social distancing and remaining safe af<€ep your commute safe! Wearing a cloth face COVeri'ﬁ']formation
p -

home means families may not have their usual village of s help protect you and the people around you from ex ) .
port through family, frienélls, and community. g Lgﬁ?e to COVID-19 while using public transit. The Vermont Health Department’s website has lots of

These are challenging times, but you are not alone. Help i§ollow ghefse best practices when wearing a mask to avdiaﬁ\(’jV;Zitilll;eS to help you find COVID-19 information quickly
i it spread of germs: L .
aalahe s TppORiRe s S e, . U SDSRIISES. g L2552 nton o s cha s
« Connect with a trained mental health clinician by dialing * be sure your mouth and nose are covered; www.healthvermont.gov/covid19-fagsearch our
2-1-1, option 6, or emailinpfo@helpmegrowvt.org * hook loops around your ears or tie it snugly; _ efgplf_lndeg list of F:;efquently |ASke|? Questions (FAQs) by
- Find a virtual support group through Vermont's Chapter * do not touch the mask or pull it down while in public; clicking the “See all frequently asked questions blf)tto.n'.
of Postpartum Support Internationattps://psichapters.com/  * keep it on until you get home; Want to Ieagn mg/re abo#t ci%v'D'lg in Ve/rmoné.ﬁ\élsn
vti#toggle-id-2 « remove the mask without touching your eyes, nose §H" main pagattps://www.healthvermont.gov/covida

. . i i - lick on the map of Vermont to see our new data dash-
« Look for a community mental health center in youfouth, then wash your hands immediately; ¢ -'mo ;
county. They are ready tc))/ offer support for women,ychil- - wash the mask and make sure it's completely dry befo@ard. Get more detailed information on cases by date, age,

ili . ieyising again. Have a few on hand so you can rotate for wa§i§X; county, and more.
dren, and fam|I|edlttps.//vermontcarepartners.org/agenmes?:]g. gag y You can also find quick links on wearing cloth masks,

' If you are required to travel outside your home, make hat to do if you're sick, and what people coming to
UVM Health Network habit to wear a face covering and continue to respect a $gfmont need to do. Browse pages on coping with stress,

. . foot distance from others. And for everyone’s safédynot OF group living settings, and resources including translated
is here to provide care board the busf: materials.

We're here for youlf you need care, the UVM Health * you have any symptoms of COVID-19: cough, fever, ;I'ha\llr\}k )&ou, V;ehr_mct)_nters, fortstayir;gf homethand staying
Network emergency departments and urgent, specialty, gfificulty breathing; _ _ sz_?f_e. ! € know I?f Ime spen Ir:l_par rc_)frfn Oothers 1S
primary care clinics are ready to care for you. Video visits, * you have traveled outside of the state of Vermont sin¢lifficu tl" but your efforts are making a difference and
telephone visits, and in some cases in-person visits carM&¥ch S%and Eave not self-quarz_ar;]tmed for at |easthl4_ daygVing lIves.
arranged. Contact your doctor by phone or through MyChart® you have been in contact with any person who Is | _ .

(www.UVMHealth.org/MyChajtto determine the best op-fected with COV|Dk'_19 in the past 14 Idﬁ_lyS; oG "COVID-19: reach out
tion for you. - you are not making a non-essential trip per the Governotgy children and families

Stay home and keep your distarlégou don’t need medi- Stay Home/Stay Safe Executive Order issued on March 2'5. W teri third th of shelteri h
cal care, staying home and practicing social distancing of af-or more information, including best practices for wearing Ve are now entering our third month or sheltering at home,
least six feet from other people helps slow the spread of themask, please visit the following linkhttps:// Social distancing, home schooling, and other changes brought
virus. www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdi Py COVID-19. Many families are worried about reduced

Masks at all facilitiesTo better protect you, our commu-COVID-19-VDH-mask-guidance.pdf incomes, lost jobs, the health of family members, housing,
and other basic needs. This can lead to high levels of stress.

mgsirs]%vsr:ﬁg tr? gye wgrll?y\?veezlr?n%urg:gg Ir?;?rﬁe?s Vgr\évteei??&OV| D-19 United Way Response With households self-isolating, we cannot rely on the com-
people around us if wé are infected and don’t know it . munity safety nets that are typically there for children. We
Remember hand hygienafash your hands with soap-andFund MatChlng Cha”enge need our community partners to help us protect children and

water for at least 20 seconds. If you can't wash your handsUnited Way is rapidly mobilizing resources to supporguPPOrt families during these unusually stressful times.
use a hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol. organizations on the front lines of supporting communities 1he VT DCF has recommendations for how you can help:
If you are worried you have COVID-1®lease contact and families mostimpacted by COVID-19. We can do mo;%! « If you are concerned about a childs safety, call 1-800-
your doctor by phone or through MyChart afrhanksto The Pomerleau Family, community donations até9-5289 (24/7) to make a report.
www.UVMHealth.org/MyChart being matched up to $25,000! * If you know a family who may need help, reach out. Ask
For more information and to donate, go onlinétips;/ how they're doing. Offer to help if you can.
www.classy.org/campaign/covid-19-united-response-fund/ Find information and resourcestatps:/

c277514. safefamilies.vermont.gov
MISCELANEOUS INFORMATION
Local Innovators series United Way of Northwest VT —  Latest from DOL
on MMCTV Volunteer Connection on unemployment benefits
By Angelike A. Contis, MMCTV VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES By John Mandeville
IntroducingVirtually Yours a new Mount Mansfield Com- IN RESPONSE TO COVID-19 Executive Director

munity TV (MMCTV) series about local innovators during United Way’s Volunteer Connection site is set up to help  Lamoille Economic Development Corporation
the pandemic. The first video in our series features taekwonttimnect agencies and volunteers. A COVID-19 Response sed=0OVID-19 Guidance for Employees and Employers
instructor Lenny Yordan, founder of Yordan's Black Beltion for both needs and in-kind support is easily accessibleUnemployment Insurance Benefits: For more information
Academy. Like many teachers, he quickly went “virtual.bn the site. As expected, agencies are working hard to naatbout who is eligible for unemployment benefits and the
Here’s the link to the downloadable vidéttps://archive.org/ gate volunteering in this new time, so the opportunities aapplication process, vidiabor.vermont.gov/covid19/covid-
details/virtuallyyoursybba limited. Here is a link for you to see what has been enteredi®frequently-asked-questions
If you'd like us to feature your Jericho/Underhill/Rich-far Volunteer Connection and some examples are listed beTo file an initial claim:vermont.force.com/DOLClaim/s/
mond business or organization, please send me an emaibat or 1-877-214-3330 or 1-888-807-7072.
mmctvl5@gmail.cohThese videos are remotely produced. URGENT NEED FOR HELP WITH MEAL DELIVERY To file a weekly claimuipublicOl.labor.vermont.gov/
They aim to support local innovators who are now serving- Age Well is in need of volunteers to deliver Meals oflaimantportal/portal/login.asprr 1-800-983-2300.
us in new ways, and to document their work for the futur&heels and to shop for groceries and get other essentials fdfFor claims assistanckbor.vermont.gov/unemployment-
For more info about MMCTYV, your community mediaseniors in Franklin County, St. Albans in particular. As mori@suranceor 1-877-214-3332.
center, please sesww.MtMansfieldCtv.org. and more seniors are reaching out about receiving Meals ofror more information about the federal CARES Act, in-
Wheels and other services, we need extra hands to help. Pleasding expanded eligibility, an additional $600 weekly ben-
Westford trails contact Erica Marks, Director of Volunteer Services, 802fit, and extended benefit weeks, please visit
662-5249 oemarks@agewellvt.ordg-or more information labor.vermont.gov/CARESact_Vermont
By Kirsten Tyler, Westford Conservation Commission  about how to help, visihttps://www.agewellvt.org/giving-  Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA): The federal
We have seven trails in town. You can find a town tralack/volunteer CARES Act includes expanded eligibility for unemployment
map herehttps://westfordvt.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/ ASSISTANCE NEEDED FOR FOOD DELIVERY AND benefits under Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA).
Westford-Trails-Map.pdf. MORE — Samaritan House is in need of a few more voluRUA provides support for workers not traditionally eligible
Bear in mind, the spring season brings plenty of mud aggkrs to assist in food delivery, errands, and activities for tfee unemployment benefits who are unable to work as a
downed woody debris. We ask that everyone avoid walkig@iests. Contact Hannah Ro$annah.rose@samaritan- direct result of the COVID-19 public health emergency, in-
in muddy patches to keep the trails in good shape. Traduse.conor 527-0847. cluding self-employed people, independent contractors, work-
maintenance is ongoing! We were just hiking the beautiful CRITICAL NEED FOR BLOOD DONATIONS — ers with limited work history and others.
Shultz and Goodrich trails a few days ago to mark downggnerican Red Cross has an urgent need for blood and if youFor more information about who is eligible for PUA, visit
trees for chain sawing. are healthy and eligible to donate, please visiabor.vermont.gov/PUA_Eligibility
You will find a sign at trailheads but limited parking. Wexww.redcrossblood.orfpr more information and to sched- For instructions on how to apply for PUA, visit
use the small yellow, diamond shaped WCC signs on treesife an appointment at a drive near you! labor.vermont.gov/PUA
mark trails. Also, we ask that everyone keep social distancingNEW BLOOD DONOR SCREENER — American Red For answers to Frequently Asked Questions about PUA,
in mind when encountering other groups. Cross needs volunteer to provide excellent customer servigeluding eligibility, application process, payment and tax
Here’s a link to the Westford Town Lands site, where yag enhance the blood donor experience, executing donor teand wage questions, please Miiior.vermont.gov/pua-fags
can find more maps and more informatiomttps:// perature screening on potential donors prior to their entryFor PUA assistance, please call 1-877-660-7782.

westfordvt.us/westford-town-lands/ into the blood drive. This position and temp-taking screening Unemployment Insurance Information for Employers:
station is part of additional screening the American Red Crosdf you are forced to temporarily shut down business op-
+Gentle Head to Toe Care . . . has implemented in the interest of the safety of the bloedations or reduce employee hours due to COVID-19, your
.unuriea appanmens - KINENEI Chiropractic Center supply, recipients, other donors, staff, volunteers, and gesmployees may be able to receive unemployment benefits.
Flexible Scheduling eral public health regarding COVID-19 outbreaks. Greet d&mployers’ experience ratings will not be charged for ben-
« Emergency Care nors and model excellent customer service behaviors. Magfits paid to employees for any of the COVID-19 related
« Practicing Since 1989 age donor flow at temp-taking station to ensure only donamsasons. If you rehire or offer to rehire employees within a
« Former Registered Nurse passing temp screen are permitted access. Contact Ereasonable time, you will also be relieved of charges for up to
+ Nutritional Counseling 397 VT Route 15, Jerichg Fuller,Erica.fuller4@redcross.org eightweeksif: _ _
« High Quality Supplements P.O. Box 63 UNITED WAY OF NORTHWEST VERMONT COVID-  + You temporarily ceased operations in response to re-
. Orthotic/Foot Beds e 19 COMMUNITY RESPONSE: For information on howto  quest from a public health authority, emergency order
« Spinal Support Products Underhill, VT 05489 help, where to volunteer, community resources, and how to from the Governor or President or actual exposure to
donate to the response fund, Vigtps://unitedwaynwvt.org/ COVID-19 at the workplace; or
covid1l9-community-response * Your employee becomes unemployed due to a state of
Phone (802) 899-5400 emergency declaration or order/ directive of the President
‘ (802) Send us your news. or Governor; or

Fax (802) 899-5497

« Your employee isolates or quarantines at recommenda-

Emall mtngazette@gmavt, het tion of medical professional or public health authority.

. For more information, call 802-828-4344 or visit
Email: or call labor.vermont.gov/unemployment-insurance/ui-employers

R | DrMaryDC@comcast.nef ,
* i | www.JerichoChiro.com Brenda Boutin

Dr. Mary . Kintner 802'453'6254
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A Special Earth Day experience under your belt, maybe it's time to add new cro
or expand the garden to grow more of your successful p
' ~ ByJakeBrown . duce. Again, you can support your local garden center |
(This was written for the SOEarth Day, April 20 — Editor) buying seeds, soil, and other supplies locally. =
This may be an Earth Day unlike any other, as we manage Start composting. Have you always wanted to tr
the COVID-19 pandemic. composting? How about committing to it on Earth Day

But social distancing and other public health protectivieocal solid waste districts can help with information on ho
measures, like staying with our family units and avoidingh compost in your backyard, or take your scraps to a
contact with most others, doesn't mean that we can’t cefional facility if there is one in your area. You can find mor
ebrate Earth Day. In fact, this year could represent an oppabout composting dittps://cswd.net/composting/backyard-
tunity for an especially memorable Earth Day — and a changemposting/or https://www.Irswmd.org/index.php/
to do something with your children and other family menzomposting
bers close to home that leaves a lasting legacy and a symbelConsider going paperless with your VEC electricity bill
of resilience. ) You will save paper and time, and the co-op as a whole w

Here are some ideas: save money. If you already use VEC’s online portal SmartHu

¢ Plant a tree. A new tree or shrub in your yard can agdu can change your settings to turn off your paper billin
beauty, shade, and wildlife habitat, improve water qualityou can also emasdupport@vermontelectric.coap call 1-
and more. Many nurseries in our region are open this sprigg0-832-2667 to sign up.
offering curbside pickup and encouraging other public health Taking any of these steps is good for the planet and can
safety precautions. It's probably best to call ahead. (Argwonderful learning opportunity for the whole family. An — - - ,
remember, patronizing your local nursery or garden center@ may always remember that Earth Day 2020, with all itBlant a tree to honor Earth Day 2020, like this flowering
this time is a great way to support local business.) challenges, represented a step toward a more resilient futu¢gerry tree. GRAPHIC BY SUSANN MIELKE/PIXABAY

* Plant (or expand) your garden: If you've never planted a Jake Brown is an Energy Services Planner with the Ver-
garden, maybe now is the time to try it out. If you've gaiont Electric Co-op.

The Vermont Spring Backyard BioBlitz VT Land Trust virtual tours,

We're excited to introduce our first virtual events lineup! Plus, we have

Discover the natural world right at home! Though we ma . . ) L ; .
be physically distanced this season, we're still a united cmﬁveblnar s, and films gijnpggt#E)eu?;tzﬁrizrt;?jcllj(r%lr?gr;dt&gnt\ilrlﬁgs;%rdtrr]scvgrllglg(:r?;nelrylﬁig)r? gu%l:;lggstgs_
munity of curious nature lovers. This BioBlitz project is for ByAmy Ludwin, Conservation Commissioner, Bolton We wish you all health, safety, and the solace of nature.

students, teachers, parents, kids, experts, amateurs, and anigyen in the midst of uncertainty, spring is arriving. Cardinals are singing,
one in our region looking to explore nature apart but togethgifyer maples are blooming, wood frogs and peepers are calling, bluebird
April 20 through May 20, join this quest to discovefiting around yards, and pussy wilows are bursting out of their shiny budstual events, tours, webinars, fims, and mohétgs:fwwvit org

biodiversity wherever you are this spring! “Whata comfort tis to be in nature, where spring is happening despite itall,” : i
> ; . . ) » You can enjoy more from our#StayGroundedVT campaign on Facebook
Submit your observations of any wild organism (sorry, ngrites Vermont Land Trust's Liz Thompson. and Instagranjw.y v pag

friends, pets, or garden plants) living wherever you happen

to be — the woods, the yard, or inside your own home!
> C 1

A BioBlitz is an event that focuses on finding and identi
G, Landscaping & GardenCenter

fying as many species as possible in a specific area ovg
113 RT 15 - JERICHO - 899-8900

short period of time. At a BioBlitz, scientists, families, stu
Growing well rooted plants and relationships since 1983

dents, teachers, and other community members work toget
~ Design * Stonework * Planting * Patios *» Water Features ~

Stay grounded during this pandemic while learning about Vermont's
Taffiral landscape and connecting with us from your home. Check out VLT's

to get a snapshot of an area’s biodiversity. These events
happen in most any geography — urban, rural, or suburbj
— in areas as small as a backyard or as large as a countrj.

To find out how to join, how to usdaturalist to submit
your observations, and other helpful resources, gattps:/
/northbranchnaturecenter.org/backyardbioblitz/

This Spring Bioblitz is brought to you by North Branc
Nature Center, Vermont Alliance for Half-Earth, and Ve
mont Center for Ecostudies.

These same organizations sponsored a Fall 2019 Biob
for schools in the Winooski River watershed. Students s
mitted a total of 2517 observations, representing 551 diffd
ent species. One of the exciting findings was the sighting
Parancistrocerus leionotysa species of potter wasp. This ig
only the 20 record of this species iNaturalist and only the
second in New England. It is listed as a threatened specief
Ontario, though little is known about its population status
the United States.

The iNaturalist app makes collecting photographs and bid
logical information about living things easy. High quality dat
uploaded tdNaturalist become part of the Global Biodiversity|
Information Facility, an open source database used by scifin-

[ KEEPING FAMILIES WARM SINCE 1847

Think Ahead! Summer is the time to prepare for the coming heating season!

* Propane * Heating Oil * Kerosene ¢ Diesel * Motor Qil * Bulk Fuel + Gasoline
* Pre-Buy Programs * Budget Plans * Automatic Delivery * Service Technicians

Heating Oil & Propane Specialist

JACK E. CORSE INC.

802-644-2749
Route 15, Cambridge, Vermont

www.creativelandscapingvt.com ¢ Like us on Facebook @ creative LGC

Over 25 Varieties Fruit Trees & Berry Bushes

Shade Trees, Evergreens, Flowering Shrubs

in 200+ Varieties of Perrennials!

Greenhouse Loaded with Flowers, Herbs, Veggies
Monday - Friday 9:00 AM-6:00 PM « Sat. 8:00 AM-5:00 PM « Sun. 10:00 AM-4:00 PM
MULCH TOPSOIL COMPOST STONE DELIVERED

www.corsefuels.com
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Leaf, yard debris collection
weekend at Essex CSWD

tial needs only.
Dates: Saturday and Sunday, May 9-10
Times: 8:00 AM — 4:00 PM

Reorganize and reimagine

Essex Junction
Guidelines:
* ONLY leaf and yard debris will be accepted.

tice social distancing.

yard debris drop-off area at one time.
* Dumping mechanisms are allowed.

untidy or uninviting.
Artwork overhaul

» Both residential and commercial loads will be accepted. Furniture and architectural elements may factor heavi
« Access will be granted to the leaf and yard debris aréato a room’s ambiance, but it's often the decorative deta
only. The Essex Drop-Off Center is not reopening at thihat tell a space’s true story. If you like the major features 0

time.

Stay on top of CSWD news by visitingvw.CSWD.net
following us on Facebook, and through our text alert
system. Visit the Contact Us page eswd.neffor
instructions on signing up for text alerts.

Sometimes a space doesn’t require much investment at all|
. you just need a change of perspective. Reorganizing a rogiion of the impact on your home’s value, knocking out a
Location: Essex Drop-Off Center, 218 Colchester Rdfor better flow and eliminating unnecessary clutter can gives;a” P Y ; .
a brand-new, updated feel. Consider how adjusting the furg

Start with upgrades to your home’s design features

(Family Features) The spring season is typically a ti ; TR ;
The Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) will holdwhen people are motivated to start fresh. With reorganimFie garage or attic. Repurposing items in unexpected ways

three leaf and yard debris collection weekends at the Esséxn often top of mind, it is also a time when ma
Drop-Off Center in April and May. These events will helphomeowners look for ways to update their homes with i
CSWD safely manage the high volume of traffic we are expgrovements that can increase aesthetics and functionali
riencing at Green Mountain Compost. We ask that during theFrom small changes to large-scale projects, these ho
state of emergency, residents continue to follow Governadesign ideas from the experts at Dutch Boy paints are
Scott’s directive to limit trips outside of your home to esserabout adding fresh appeal to your living space.

%an bring vibrant character to a room. For example, a beloved

NYut discarded old drum makes for a whimsical occasional

"Mable filled with memories and nostalgia. Ladders make for

WNttractive bookshelves, or you can use brackets to mount old
dcover books on the wall as quirky, floating shelving. You
n even take an obscure item like a bike wheel and convert it

into a wall clock.

Open spaces

Ithough it should never be done without careful consid-

can substantially improve your home’s function and
Opeal. For example, if you have a home with separate dining
kitchen areas, removing the separating wall can create a

up a better walkway or lets in more light. Upgrades are oft ; ; ; ;
« Customers are always asked to wear masks and to prabeut adding, but don't be afraid to take away unnecesswélcOmlng space the whole family can enjoy. Opening up a

Al¥h-use area like the kitchen is a popular renovation choice

furniture that crowds the space. Also give attention to orgg; ]
* Only six cars/trucks will be allowed to access the leaffization and stash away items that make the room apgﬁJr all types of homeowners, from those who need to super

PGRe homework while making dinner to others who regularly
entertain at home. If knocking out an entire wall isn’'t an
tion, try simply making your home “feel” like it flows
tter from room to room with complementary color pal-

es that help visually open the space.
Tone-on-tone stenciling

a room but have grown bored with its overall look and feel, Stencils can be a simply way to create a visually rich pat-

swapping out the artwork may be just the solution. Ongr, on an accent wall. Try using a downloadable stencil and
notable benefit of this approach is that artwork is availal

at virtually every price point, making it easy to stay withidstement
your budget. From DIY pieces to gallery-quality hangings, Supplieé:

o soft shades or two sheens of the same color for a subtle

there are nearly countless ways to achieve the look youciaan damp cloth

. desire.
If you are starting seeds

Color correction and odor protection

Drop cloth
Painter’s tape

It's a great time to start seeds for this summer’s garden,Changing the wall color is often a style-driven decision. pich Boy paint (three colors)
but did you know that certain types of indoor grow systemidowever, when it comes to eliminating stains and odors, pajnt {ray
can use a ton of energy? Check out this advice from a Maskint can also be a functional solution that saves on heavyy jharg
Gardener (and energy efficiency expert) from Efficiency Veiduty renovating. For example, Dutch Boy Forever Paint and ppgjed paintbrush
mont: https://efficiencyvermont.com/news-blog/blog/ask-thé2rimer, available exclusively at Menards, covers old stains,yoven roller covers

experts-how-to-save-energy-when-you-are-starting-seedsPrevents new ones and helps knock back the odors that arg)er frame
particularly pungent during the winter months when every- Tape measure

one is cooped up indoors. The paint features Arm & Ham- pancil level

Award Winning Homes

Custom Design & Elegant

creating a home designed with you in mind

* Period Design Build

* Additions

» Remodeling

* Sun Rooms

* Porches « Garages

* Bath & Kitchen Remodels

* Roofing « Siding

* Flooring: Hardwood & Tile

* Window & Door
Replacement

* Electrical & Plumbing

e Light Painting

» Handyman Services

23 Kristie Lane
Jericho, VT
05465

www.thurgateconstructionvt.com

BUILDERS
&99-46)

Stencil (visitbutchBoy.conto download and print)
technology, making it ~ Mini foam roller cover and roller frame o
ideal for high-trafficar- ~ Wipe wall with clean, damp cloth to prepare painting sur-
eas and homeownersface. Lay down drop cloth to protect floors; use painter’s
with pets and kids. Sold tape to cover trim, molding, ceiling and any adjacent walls.
in easy-to-use plastic Prepare paint by adding base color to lined paint tray.
twist-and-pour con- Using angled brush, apply base color just inside taped
tainers, it offers an areas then paint remaining area with woven roller; remove
easy-to-use alternative painter’s tape while paint is still damp; allow paint to dry 24
to traditional metal hours.
cans. Learn more at Use tape measure to find center of wall and lightly mark
DutchBoy.com. with pencil; center stencil over pencil mark; use level to en-
Abstract accents sure stencil is straight; secure stencil in place with painter’s
Visually interesting tape. . . .
pieces can help breathe Using clean liner, add second color to paint tray. Using
new life into a ho-hum mini foam roller, apply second color over stencil; carefully
space, and making thislift stencil after paint application; wipe down stencil after

kind of improvement €ach use. o ) ) _ .
can be as quick and Line up stencil with previously painted design; repeat until

low-budget as a trip to

mer Odor Eliminating

How you can help protect

Green Up Da . : :
PR3 wild birds in your yard
Changed to (StatePoint) You may not think about it often, but wild
May 30 birds use your lawn as a rest stop and place to call home. As
- you spruce up your lawn and garden for the season, there are
By Mark Schilling simple steps you can take to protect them and help them
Cambridge Town Clerk thrive.

With so many clos-  According to Spencer Schock, founder of WindowAlert,
ings and the Governor’'s makers of bird-friendly products for homes, the following
“Stay Home, Stay Safe” changes are easy to implement in order to create a safe harbor
order, Green Up Ver- for wild birds:
montis unable to distrib- ¢ Plant native species: Planting native species on your
ute Green Up Day sup- property is one of the most impactful ways you can improve
plies until the first week your local environment, as well as make your lawn and gar-
in May. Town coordina- den a healthy habitat for wild birds and other fauna. Native
tors will be communicat- plant species provide birds with food and places to rest and
ing how people can pick nest. Birds in turn, spread pollen and seeds, while acting as a
up bags safely with so- natural pesticide. Speaking of which, gardening organically
cial distance, along with will also go a long way to protecting the health and safety of
plans for trash collection feeding birds.
on Saturday, May 30. * Make windows visible: Up to 1,000,000,000 (one bil-

With COVID-19 and lion!) birds die annually from striking windows in U.S., ac-
the precarious health cording to the American Bird Conservancy. The good news is
situations in our world that it's relatively easy and affordable to prevent your home
today, please use logical from being part of the problem. Special window decals that
precautions and stay in- reflect ultraviolet sunlight, a wavelength of light noticeable to
formed on what the VT birds, have been proven to substantially reduce the likeli-
Department of Health is hood of bird strikes. Giving the appearance of slightly frosted
recommending. Visit translucent glass but glowing like a stoplight for birds, those
h t t p : [/ [ fromWindowAlertfeature arange of decorative patterns. To
www.greenupvermont.org boost protection for birds, you can also apply a high-tech
for information on liquid called WindowAlert UV Liquid in between decals. More
safety, ways to commu- information, as well as useful application tips, can be found
nicate, and other fun in- by visitingwindowalert.com
formation. Thankyouto  * Monitor cats: Monitor your cat’s time outdoors to en-
all who get out and sure they are not terrorizing or hunting birds. An enclosed
Green Up to keep our play area for your cat is the most effective way to keep birds
state looking beautiful as in your yard safe from your furry companion’s natural in-
we celebrate the B@n-  stincts.
niversary of Green Up  Good deeds start at home. This season, do your part to
Day. help migrating bird populations reach their destinations safely.



Mountain Gazette May 7, 2020 www.mountaingazettevt.com Page

ili iti Housing and Urban Development grants will fund code adoption, admirtgse flood elevation. According to the National Institute of Building Sci-
How families and communities tration, and enforcement pre- and post-disaster, providing new resourcegiiges, an elevation retrofit yields a benefit of $6 for every $1 spent.
can prepare for natural American communities. « Inwildfire-prone areas, remove dead grass, leaves, twigs, and branches
. Contact your elected officials, building department, or permitting offioaithin 30 feet of a building. Be sure to remove dry leaf and pine litter from
disasters tolearn how you can support adoption and enforcement of modern buildipgfs, rain gutters, decks, and walkways. See the Code Council's Interna-

(StatePoint) Natural disasters are increasing in severity and frequefeges and standards in your community. Additionally, you can help protéienal Wildiand-Urban Interface Code for detailed requirements.
However, studies show that advance planning can keep individuals healffle¥ family with these disaster safety and mitigation tips from the Interna-+ When designing, remodeling, or constructing ahome, keep dangers
and safer and support faster recovery for communities. tional Code Council, a nonprofit association that provides a wide rang@esed by natural disasters local to your region top-of-mind. For instance,
Building Safety Month, an international campaign to raise awarenégiutions in support of safe, sustainable, affordable and resilient structuifgse in hurricane or flooding-prone areas can construct break-away walls
abouthuilding safety celebrated every May, is a great reminder that one ofiecially as hurricane season is fast approaching: _ andflood openings to prevent pressure buildup. Those in wildire-prone
most effective ways to prepare is by enforcing up-to-date building codes, * Installtested and code-approved shitters for protection from windbogieas should be sure to use fire-resistant materials for landscaping and con-
Studies show that adopting the International Residential and BuildifigPris ifyou ive in a high wind or hurricane prone area. Ifthis isn't possibguction. : : :
Codes generates anational benefitof $11 for every $1 invested, while prépBgider temporarily protecting doors and windows by mounting exterior * Purchase property insurance customized to cover threats specific o your
code enforcement decreases losses following disasters by up to 25%. \gFg#g, 7/16-inch minimum thickness plywood and fastening itinto plagegion, including flooding. Just one inch of water can cause $25,000 of dam-
states and local jurisdictions apply the latest codes and theyre diligently Consider building or retrofitting a storm safe room in your home. Dusge o your home and standard homeowners and renters insurance policies
enforced, they're also more likely to qualify for federal pre-disaster mitighd the planning stages with the contractor, be sure to confirm they are bllen't typically cover flood damage. N .
tion funding and additional post-disaster recovery assistance. ing to the most recent codes and standards, such as the ICC/NSSA 500 Stéviere tips as well as information about the Code Council's work to assist
However, only 31% of hazard-prone urisdictions in the U.S. have adopfi@id for the Design and Construction of Storm Shelters, to provide the higevastated communities with post-disaster building plan reviews, inspec-
the latest two editions of hazard-resistant building codes. Fortunately, ne@y/€ Vel of protection for your family. tions, and permit operations can be fourRiitingSafetyMonth.org

expanded Federal Emergency ManagementAgency and U.S. Department bif flood-prone areas, consider raising your home up to ten feet above thivhile natural disasters are beyond our control, building to modem codes
can mitigate their impact, supporting safer, more resilient communities.

How to find the right

mower fO r yo u Engine _ ) bothering others, look into modern models, some of which even feature
. , . . Engines are one of the mostimportant factors affecting a mower's peteshnology to make the mower quieter than the average gas mower.
(Family Features) Whether you're a first-time homeowner or looking f9fance, so purchasing one with a quality engine is essential. For examplgkip oil changes. Seasonal maintenance can help keep your mower in top
an upgrade, deciding what lawn mower to purchase deserves careful cqgighys & Stratton engines can be found on several brands of lawn movesagition, and new innovations allow you to skip the messiest part; oil
eration. Similar to day-to-day life, new technology over the last five yegggsiuding eight of the top ten walk-behind brands. As a global leadetifanges. Some mowers, specifically those with Briggs & Stratton's No Oil
specifically in the gas mower industry, is making it easier to maintain y@jsoline engines for outdoor power equipment, these engines power n@tivnges technology, are built with the intent that you never have to change

lawn. ) ) ., ersranging from small walk-behinds to large ZTRs and riding mowersthe oil; you can simply check the level at the beginning of the season and add
If you're in the market for a new mower, consider these tips to find the special features what you need.

perfect tool to match your needs. While certain features may add to the cost of lawn mowers, many provideet an assist starting the engine. You can forget the days when starting a
Yard size functions worth considering. One popular option is a mulching blade, whinbwer was a hassle; many of today’s gas-powered mowers feature the start-

Looking atthe size of your yard is the first step in determining the besims finely cut grass pieces to the lawn as a natural fertilizer. Another depreliability of lithium-ion battery technology, so you can unleash the
mower for your needs. Walk-behind mowers work well for yards that fn choice is a bagging attachment, which is a grass-catching bag thasemer of gas with the push of a button.
half-acre or less, but for yards one to three acres orlarger, a zero-um sgleifixed to the side or back of the mower to collect grass clippings.  Save space inthe garage. If storage is a challenge in your garage, look for
(ZTR) orriding mower may be appropriate. Technology to get the job done acompact model with Briggs & Stratton's Mow N’ Stow technology, which
Terrain _ _ . Explore high-tech features that make mowing more manageable wiikes storage easy. This patented design allows owners to fold the mower
Asmall, flat yard may only require a walk-behind mower. Ifyour yardigiese insights from professional home improvement contractor Jaad store it upright without fuel or oil leaks, saving you up to 70% of the
sloped or hilly, you may prefer a self-propelled mower rather than one Yo4meron, host of DIY Networki3esperate Landscapes storage space in your garage or shed.
have to push. Awalk-behind mower with big back wheels is easier to manetyoid disturbing the neighbors. Iffinding time to mow means you might Explore more ways to put technology to work in your yard at

ver across rough terrain. Riding mowers and ZTRs can handle varied tetiiaconveniencing your neighbors, a mower designed to operate quislygsandstratton.com
although some handle better on slopes than others.

< ﬁ\ All Phase Property Maintenance, LLC

Residential

¥re€ Estimates 24 Hour sepyice

Commercial

ant

Inity
and
) do.

iver
1abi-
ants
ack-
nmu-
tur-

olli-

&

Lawn Care & Gardens, Fence Installation/Repair, Stone-Concrete Walkways,

Walls And Patios, Firewood, Light Trucking, Spring & Fall Cleanups,
Driveway Refurbishing, Brush Hogging, Lawn Dethatching, Mulching & Excavating

s

-

T M REY " o ' -
)/d?q “,A‘ Y w a ‘*,r e ;
£’ " e -

- ¥/t

Office: 899-2919 - Cell: 734-8247

Fully Insured Family owned and operated since 1990 Essex, VT (05452



Page8 www.mountaingazettevt.com Mountain Gazette May 7, 2020

COMMUNITY COLUMNS

Wilhelmina Lucas, they will be able to find a job that they like and make enougiven got stopped by the police for reading and singing from
“ " money to flourish. | didn’t have that luxury. | had to go fothe hymnal while driving.
the Hummer, and Eureka the money, but at least | felt like the luckiest guy in the world Mrs. Lucas tried for years to join the choir at the Lutheran
S v C to have a beautiful wife and five great children. I have alwaghurch. She finally got her chance when a large number of
Upp y 0. said that | would be happy standing in a pile of “doo-doo” ahoir members quit after a disagreement with the choir direc-
By Douglas Boardman long as my wife was with me. No matter how hard a daydr. Short on numbers, they accepted anyone who wanted to
Special to the Mountain Gazette had, | knew Sandy was waiting for me at home. Unfortging. When they found out what a bad singer she was, they

As in earlier columns, | am writing about my life and theately, | had to stop bookkeeping for the restaurant becatréed to figure out how to tell her without hurting her feelings.
many hats | had to wear to survive and to take care of ithe owner wanted me to “cook” his books, and | don’t plaghe choir director told her that if she wanted to stay in the
family. | was a cost accountant at Central Hudson Gas ahdt game. This where Wilhelmina Lucas came into my lifechoir, she would have to sing silently or hum softly. That is
Electric Co for six years and became the go-to guy if anothetWilhelmina’s elderly husband had recently died, and shew she came to be known as Mrs. Lucas, the hummer.
department needed help. | was not the type of person thais overwhelmed with their business, Eureka Supply Co., @&Now that she was in the choir, she still practiced singing at
could make work last, so | volunteered to sub for anyopédumbing and heating business. My C.P.A. friend told hewery chance she could from her hymnal, so we tried to keep
while they were out sick for an extended period of time.that she might be able to get me to help her with her bodier busy in the office and not at the counter. Around noon-
worked in payroll, auditing, etc. but | still had a desk in thkeeping. Her nephew was a builder and had purchased afiewe, she would drive downtown to get her mail and run
cost accounting department. lots in a neighborhood, so | bought the biggest lot that he hatrands. She was always tired, and would fall asleep around

There was an opening in the engineering department fahaee-quarters of an acre. | spent Saturdays helping her v@tb0 PM, and we didn’t wake her up. It made my job harder
supervisor, so | applied for the job and got it. I didn’t like theookkeeping and actually waited on customers at the courtbercause she made so many mistakes doing the books that |
job, but it paid more, and even then, | still did bookkeeping &hen made me an offer that | couldn’t refuse: she wanted hal to go over every entry to keep the checking and account
a restaurant and a furniture store, did personal taxes, amdhanage her business. So, | finally left Central Hudson amsbks balanced.
worked for a C.P.A. in Poughkeepsie during tax season on gtarted working at Eureka Supply. After working full-time with her for a couple of years, |
side. | really didn't like any of my jobs over the years, but | Wilhelmina was her real first name, but it was hard tound an investor partner who had inherited big money from
had to do extra work to make more money to take care of prpnounce or spell, so everyone called her Mrs. Lucas. $tiefather. Mrs. Lucas was in her late 70s so she was happy
growing family. | couldn’t wait until | got promoted to makewas a devout Lutheran and would sing hymns, or | shoutisell the business. We purchased Eureka Supply Co. in the
more money, so | worked 20 additional hours per week abosey, “make a joyful noise,” only it wasn't that joyful. Shédate sixties and became 50/50 partners.
working full-time at Central Hudson. would also try preaching to customers who were not reli- Next column: Fire, cheating, scamming, and stealing part-

| have always told my children and friends that hopefullgious. She was known to carry a hymnal around with her amets.

Child stress during the pandemic Moments inside a pandemic Academy connects teens
By Lewis First, MD. By Sue Kusserow H
Last week, | shared tips for parents on how to relieve the Special to the Mountain Gazette with the natural world

stress of spending so much time with your children at homd have made a new friend. Imagine, at 88, getting to know T€ens will have the opportunity to explore Vermont's for-
and feeling isolated from the rest of the world. This week, [another family tree, her likes and dislikes and such basics&8S, Wwater ecosystems, and wildiife at thi¢drthual Natu-
focus on helping children reduce their fears and anxieties digr favorite recipe for gingersnap cookies. But her most pr@l Resources Management Academy, Friday-Sunday, July
ing this coronavirus pandemic. cious possession, that she shares freely, is her laugh. It stafsL9- , .
How children show stress as a chuckle and advances quickly through a chortle, thenThe weekend, which takes place at the Green Mountain
Be aware that young children may show stress by befiglds up quickly and vigorously into a deep, full-blownConservation Camp at Buck Lake in Woodbury, provides a
clingy, angry, agitated, or even withdrawing from wanting jeyous finale... to whatever we found joyous and amusing fH, hands-on learning environment for students entering
engage with you. When this happens, remember it is not Yol reaching out “just to chat.” grades 7-10 in the fall. It is sponsored by University of Ver-
causing this behavior, it is your child trying to deal with My daughter walked in the woods into places wheremont (UVM) Extension 4-H and the Vermont Department of
something that is making them fearful and anxious. can’t go with my limping leg and a cane. She brought backash and Wildlife, and is open to youths in Vermont and
Helping your child cope few sprays of Erythronium or Trout Lily, Yellow Snowdrop’nelghborlng states with an interest in learning more about
« To help children cope with stress and anxiety, listen Aglder’s Tongue, Dog’s Tooth Violet... all names that it ha_gatural resources and careers in this field. Enroliment in 4-H
their concerns and respond to them with extra love and att@gquired through location, season, and markings... and is ¢80t required. o . .
tion. of the first blooms of spring. They are now sitting on my The $125 fee covers two nights’ lodging in rustic cabins,
« Build separate one-on-one time with each child eveggunter, and | learn that they need light to open, a new pw@d all meals, workshops, and activities. Registrations are
day to answer their questions or simply to validate and helpmenon to add to their characteristics. And for me, théj/€ by Monday, June 1 with space limited to the first 30
them overcome their fears. give the joy that | can still be surprised by nature. registrants. Details and a registration form can be found at
« Ask them what they know or heard about coronavirusWhen | have finished with TV and radio and reading angWw.uvm.edu/extension/youth/announcements
that may be concerning them and answer honestly at a l@febs-word puzzling, | just sit and look out the window. It If you have questions contact Lauren Traister, UVM Ex-
your child can understand. has been difficult to “allow” myself such laziness. But nov{ension 4-H Teen and Leadership Program coordinator, 866-
« If you can't answer the question, work together to firgh many activities have been curtailed because of the need48p-5603, ext. 402 (toll-free in Vermont) or 802-888-4972,
the answer or speak with your child’s health care profea accomplice: for a haircut, a massage, the dentist, a cdl: 402. To request a disability-related accommodation to
sional who can help. panion for a cup of tea or an afternoon glass of wine. It makarticipate, please call by Monday, June 1.
Be reassuring me realize what social animals we are! Conversation or pro(ct-J .
Share all that is being done to eliminate this virus and iflity to others is considered ancillary to the main purpose VM Extension expands
that your family is doing to prevent the virus from spreading appointment... almost an intrusion. How wonderful it will . .
including good handwashing and coughing into their elbon\ge to give ample credit to just being with others! online yOUth programming
rather than their hands. Tell your children all the positive | remember when volunteers were solicited for babies who University of Vermont (UVM) Extension 4-H recently
things they do each and every day, rather than emphasixiggie born to HIV mothers and needed extra care, in the formdded programming for grade K-2 students to its ever-ex-
the negatives to bring stress levels down for the entire familjholding, rocking, talking, cuddling, and in my case, singingpanding lineup of free virtual learning experiences for youths.
Keep regular routines How important is the need for touch, for a tactile connection, Its newest online offering is the Cloverbud Connects Chal-
Regular routines or schedules are critical stress-redudenon-verbal simplistic caring and love. We reach for friendenges, issued each Friday and geared to ages 5-7. After read-
that can give children the predictability they need as to havith a virtual hug and in so doing, realize how we yearn fdng about or watching a video that demonstrates an activity,
to best spend their time. Uncertainty as to what comes nelgtpatterns. There is, with the embrace of someone’s distaarticipants are encouraged to try that activity and have a
only fosters anxiety and fear of the unknown. Be creative apigistretched arms, a rush of loneliness we didn’t expect to parent record a video to share on the password-protected
flexible with that schedule. Assign time for schoolwork arfgb painful. “Someday,” says my daughter, “we’ll be able to,ivebsite.
learning, as well as for relaxing together, getting some freshasirshe drops off some groceries. | pray that we can still showEach week’s theme relates to one of the four H's in 4-H:

(while respecting social distancing) and doing some physibaw much love is left in our hearts. head, heart, hands, and health. Challenges include making
exercise together. Reducing exposure to news in the media homemade smoothies, adopting a favorite tree, creating a May
can also help older children lower their stress. You could say that was one of those Day basket, making ice cream in a bag, painting rocks to bring
Allowing children video-chat time is essential in helping times of crossing over, cheer to others, and a LEGO challenge, among other activi-
reduce the stress of not being able to visit friends and family the way the world telescoped ties.
in person. Parents, do all you can to manage your own anxi- down into a finely focused Email UVM Extension 4-H educator Kimberly Griffin at
ety and stress, using tips | shared last week — especially moment of nothing happening at all, kimberly.grifin@uvm.edto sign up and receive an access
focusing on the positives and staying calm. the peace in that, the beauty. code and to request a disability-related accommodation to
Hopefully, tips like these will allow both you and your Bruce Weigl, poet participate if needed.
child to breathe more easily when it comes to recognizing and UVM Extension 4-H also is providing free online pro-
knowing what to do if you suspect your child is becoming grams for older kids. For details or to register, go to
too anxious or stressed, while we are all working together to www.uvm.edu/extension/youth/announcemeéuisire offer-
get rid of the coronavirus. ings will be announced on this website, so check back often.
social and educational disruption. riculum abstracts. Our PreK-8 schools will be providing de-
MMUUSD update Continuity of Learning Plan and Progress Monitoring tails to families regarding adjustments to assessment and re-
By John R. Alberghini, Superintendent As | mentioned in a previous community update, thport cards next week. If you have any questions, please do

Thank you all for your efforts to follow the Governor’sDistrict’s Continuity of Learning (COL) Plan was approvecdot hesitate to contact your school administrator.
Stay Home/Stay Safe order. Recommended social distandiygthe Vermont Agency of Education (AOE) on Monday, Central Office administrators and principals have been
practices, hand washing, and other preventative measuresfqmél 13. The components of the COL Plan require schoalorking collaboratively with area colleagues around common
paying off. Modeling data indicates new cases of COVID-Ifstricts to make modifications in how they assess studemgucational programming and assessment exceptions. The
have slowed in Vermont and Governor Scott has begurared report on progress. Our school teams have been workinigrim assessment alterations we are making align with many
phased and evidence-based approach to restarting ¢hethis task. Mount Mansfield Union High School sent itsf our neighboring districts. The cooperation and sharing of
economy. This is promising news and a result of the saggvised grading and reporting guidelines to families on Fridapformation across districts has been unprecedented during
fices and thoughtful behavior of Vermonters. By followingApril 17. To view this information, go online tottps:// the state of emergency. This is something we can build on as
the guidance of the Vermont Department of Health (VDHjocs.google.com/document/d/1vKThRcH7iuEyRK-91fKyve all strive to meet the needs of students and families.
and Governor’s Office, we can help prevent further outbreatBOwocxeYftSdsGbZpm_s/edihird trimester PreK-8 re-  Check Out this collection of Distance Learning Moments:
and limit the spread of COVID-19. In addition, these instruport cards are being designed to provide summariestoft t ps : //www.youtube.com/
tions are the best way to avoid future business, employmesttengths, next steps based on observable progress, and wateh?v=f3LysS_CaEO&feature=youtu.be

VT Youth Orchestra auditions Our teens say...

The VT Youth Orchestra Association is welcoming stu- By Chuck Lacy, Jericho their home environment, school, community, neighborhood,
dents entering grades 3-12 to audition for its exciting 2020- 94.4% (HS), 97.9% (78") MMUUSD students report and peers. The CEVYP coalition has created a Facebook page
2021 season. This year, the VYOA is holding virtual audithat it is rather easy or very easy to receive caring and warrfitarmont Youth Project- Chittenden East Community), in
tions only — taking the nerves out of the audition process$rom parents and/or caregivers — Chittenden East Vermdigti of community meetings, to provide key data findings,

Audition requirements include a solo, scale with arpeggioyouth Project inspire discussion, and support cross collaboration on youth
and an orchestral excerpt (listed on website, see below), | ast fali the Town of Richmond, in partnership with Verdevelopment and resilience.
which should be recorded and submitted by 12:00 PM omont Afterschool, established the Chittenden East VermontTo access more data and participate in virtual discus-
Monday, May 18. Auditions are free of charge. Tuition fi- youth Project (CEVYP) coalition, a collaborative designed ®ions with your community, please join our Facebook
nancial aid is available. embrace positive youth development by identifying commgroup, or email Tim Monty, CEVYP Community Lead, to

More info can be found atyo.org/auditionsCome join  nity assets and concerns. With support from the MMUUSgt involved in the local coalition, at
something incredible! 86% of students completed a survey on the perspectivedimothymonty@gmail.com
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LIBRARY NEWS

DEBORAH RAWSON MEMORIAL LIBRARY Library hours: Tuesday 12:00 — 8:00 PM, Wednesdeﬁla meeting either in person at the library, or digitally. Many
DRML is closed. To help stop the spread and flatten tH&:00 AM — 6:00 PM, Thursday 12:00 — 8:00 PM, Frida§?f you expressed dlfflculty.usmg Google Meet, so we will be
curve we are not offering curbside service and are followiri:00 AM — 6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM — 2:00 PM, Sursing Zoom: the library will send out a link once we know
Governor Scott’s order to “Stay safe and stay home.”  day 1:00 — 4:00 PM; closed Monday. For information on arfjfore information about meeting guidelines. The book will be

Coronavirus Community Archive Project — Libraries servéibrary programs, call 899-4962. Elephant Company by Vicki Constantine Croke. There are
many functions in a community, and one of those is as a JERICHO TOWN LIBRARY physical copies of the book at the library; you can request

repository of a community’s history and experiences. We'd Until further notice, the Jericho Town Library is closed, a@ne via the form on our website and then pick it up during
like to hear how your life has changed this year due to ti@ grapple with the spread of COVID-19. Please know th@fe of our curbside pickups (Wednesdays, 3:00 — 5:00 PM
novel Coronavirus. Send a blurb or photographs that illutis action was taken to limit the exposure of our librargr Saturdays, 10:00 AM — 12:00 PM). The book is also
trate your experience fwogram_assistant@drml.orghope patrons and community members to the virus. These de¥ailable as an ebook on Libby, but there will be a wait in-
to compile submissions into a resource that will give a vesjons were made in support of the current initiatives sugolved (the library has purchased a “Westford only” copy,
personal sense of how our community has been changedjegted by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in an effét it will likely be checked out by someone). This book is
this historical event. to reduce exposure to the COVID-19 virus. We love o@so free to listen to as part of Audible’s trial period. Ques-

Virtual Story Time for Preschool and Early Elementary —eommunity and we want to do the absolute utmost that Wens? Email Breayestfordpubliclibrary@gmail.com
Join Ms. Abbey any time on YouTube for a virtual storgan to ensure your wellbeing. Free Downloadable Ebooks and Audiobooks: Libby/Over-
time athttp://tiny.cc/DRMLYouthNew story times are posted  While the library is closed to the public, we are here tdrive, free with your library card. Don’t know your number,
to the DRML Facebook page on Wednesdays at 10:30 Akklp however we can. Need a library card to access fredd expired, don't have a card? No problem! Can all be done
Miss a story time? They're all available on YouTube untilownloadable ebooks and audio books? We can sign youQyer €mail. Here are two helpful links:
the end of June. Check out the playlisthétp://tiny.cc/ over the phone or via email! Need help figuring out how to * https://help.libbyapp.com/6144.htm _ _
DRMLYouth access on-line resources? We've got you covered! And be https://help.overdrive.com/en-us/categories/getting-

Check out DRML's new digital reading program for kidssure to follow us on Facebook and Instagram for regular @arted.htm o
and teens. Track reading and earn badges! It's free and easotarce updates, including educational recommendations folProject Gutenberg is a library of over 60,000 free eBooks
start. Sign up aivww.readerzone.comr through the app. kiddos and families navigating their time at home. (and some audiobooks), mostly older and classic titles. No
Join the group using cod@b36h If you have any questions  As a one-person staff, and with looming concerns abdiftrary card needed. You can read in your browser or down-
emailyouth_librarian@drml.org transmitting the virus via physical library materials, we a®ad onto a device &ttps://www.gutenberg.org -

All our online services are up and running on our webpagegt currently able to offer curbside, home delivery, or pick- The National Emergency Library has access to 1.4 million
www.drml.org As we find new and exciting things we willup. Please keep your currently checked-out library materi&80oks with no waitlists! No library card is needed. Online at
post them on the webpage and on our FaceBook page. ¥ohome. We are a no late fee library, but have also suspenfié@s://archive.org/details/nationalemergencylibrary
can still return items in our book drop but you don’t need tonmediate due dates, and have enacted auto-renewals for théinior Library Guild at Home: unlimited access to read
You can just keep them until we reopen. You can still reneitems you already have checked out. books online from any device. There is no limit to the number
items online. Messages will be returned as soon as we can gé¢eep being kind to each other, keep reading, and ke@fsers, and titles enter and exit the digital stream regularly,
to them. washing your hands. With library love, Lisa Buckton, DirecSO there are always new picks available. Using a computer?

Our WiFi will remain active and is accessible from théor, Jericho Town Library Usernames and passwords are not needed! Simply click your
parking lot or other areas adjacent to the building. WiFi is Jericho Town Library hours: Mondays 2:00 — 5:00 PM0Ok-stream choice. Streams are elementary, middle school,
available 24/7. A password is not needed to connect. Ple@sesdays 10:00 AM — 12:00 PM and 2:00 — 5:00 PM, Wedne¥1d high school. Many of the high school titles have cross-
be aware that our WiFi does not offer a secure connectionlays 10:00 AM — 12:00 PM and 2:00 — 7:00 PM, Thursda@¥er interest for adults. No library card needed. Online at:

For a full list of online resources, including digital e-book 0:00 AM — 12:00 PM and 2:00 — 5:00 PM, Fridays 2:00 bftps://www.juniorlibraryguild.com

and audio book services, classes including language cour§e8) PM, Saturdays 10:00 AM — 12:00 PM. Resources for everyone! .

and compilations of filmed programs, please Vétps:// ~ For more information on programs and library services, Learning Express: Powerful resource for business and pro-

www.drml.org/how-to-use-a-closed-library/. please visit our websiteww.jerichotownlibraryvt.orgr call ~ fessional testing. SAT prep, business math, CDL licensing;
RB Digital offers 9000 audiobooks and e-books! Down899-4686. this  site is  pretty  endless. https://

load to your own computer, MP3 player, iPod, phone, or VARNUM MEMORIAL LIBRARY JEFFERSONVILLE www.learningexpresshub.com/home?AuthToken=7E4E767B-
iPad using RB Digital’s website or mobile app. You will need We just wanted to remind folks that we are not open ad&A2-456D-90C0-6BCO36ECF1EF
the barcode from your active library card to register and crée not have a date as to when that will happen. We are stilVT Online Library: GALE databases for research and up
ate an account. The world’s most respected professors @eeiving messages asking when books are due back. If y@@ate information. Also K-12 resources, car repair manuals,
justa click away! The Great Courses are available for immare getting messages saying that your books are overdue, 8@ more!  Online at https://vtonlinelib.org/
diate download via RB Digital. To register: Enter the barcodmn ignore them for now. If you want to return your booklome.php?loc=vol_w521 ) .
on the back of your DRML card. Choose a username ayou can put it in the book drop. For those asking for us to Universal Class — over 500 online learning classes (for
password. Enter personal information as requested. Aftenew books, it may be awhile since the staff is not in tfién or credit) covering art, business, language, and kids can
initial registration, use your username and password for sidirary regularly anymore. even take a babysitting course! Online Htps://
in. To use: download the RB Digital media manager for desk-1f you are wondering what your Overdrive/Libby infor-v€rmontstate.universalclass.com/barcode-
top or the RB Digital app for mobile devices. Search for andiation is, your login is your library card number and youpgin.htm?enter+code&loginspecial=
or click on a selection. Click “checkout.” Download audigin is your last name all lowercase. If you do not know your Resources for kids (or kids at heart):
books as desired; click play. Download ebooks as desirdiirary card number, we can look it up for you, but it may Document created by School Librarian Beth Shelley and
click read. Return books by clicking on return. Please note:tike us a while. Please be patient; we are overwhelmed v&%’lﬂbhc Librarian Bree Drapa, highlighting ways school aged
order to access RB Digital, you will need a current librargmails and messages. children can get access to books. Onlinentps://
card (blue, expires in 2021). If you need to renew your li- For those that have asked if we can pull specific books f@ro ¢ s . google.com/document/d/
brary card, please contaetwsonlibrary@drml.org them, unfortunately that is not an option for us at this timékaZzm3uOaX1bCZdmsiiu6sGl46LwziWGcWYO0X-T9knHg/
Cool links and free Internet hotspots and information: Most importantly, we miss all of you so much! Not beingdit?usp=sharing ) ) )
With many workers in isolation, Internet access has becorakle to see your faces and interact with our community isA comprehensive (and exhausting) list of homeschooling
more essential than ever before. But what if you don’t havery sad for our staff. We hope you are all safe and logkd teaching from home resources put together by the Ver-
access to WiFi at home, or your Internet service is vulneraliteward to seeing you in the near future. mont School Library Association, online attps://
to outages? Of course, you can always access the DRMLThe Varnum Library, P.O. Box 198,194 Main St.docs.google.com/document/u/l/d/e/2PACX-
WiFi from our parking lot, but here you will find a completeleffersonville, 802-644-211%hevarnum@gmail.com 1VTE39Uh5GIvacdijSDz36hViHOWhBRNAWWUUNSLCSOS4No
list of free internet hotspots around the stdteps:// www.varnumlibrary.org Hours: Mondays and Tuesdays EhQ3wkU6isTjUUbZwaaJfShHsHXSbdG6/
publicservice.vermont.gov/content/public-wifi-hotspotst2:00 — 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 3:00 — 7:00 PM, Thursdalydb?urp=gmail_link

vermont 9:00 AM — 7:00 PM, Fridays 2:00 — 5:00 PM, and Saturdays Mo Willems’ Lunch Doodles: New episode of doodling
In addition, Internet service providers (ISPs) are offeringj0:00 AM — 3:00 PM. Closed Sundays. with everyone’s favorite children’s book author and illustra-
many ways to keep citizens connected. Here is a list of ISPs WESTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY tor. Episodes are live at 1:00 PM, and archived to watch later.

in Vermont and what each of their individual pledges are: The Westford Public Library is closed. While we clos@nline atkkennedy-center.org/education/mo-willems
https://publicservice.vermont.gov/content/new-connectivityith a heavy heart, we know we are doing our part in keepingFamous authors and celebrities reading wonderful children’s
resources-support-you-during-covid-19-state-emergencgur community safe. books https://www.storylineonline.net/
vermont Community Coloring Project during the month of May! Library Hours: Wednesday, 1:00 — 7:00 PM, Thursday
But of course, the Internet is not just for education aridnk to the coloring sheet dittps://drive.google.com/ 10:00 AM — 7:00 PM, Friday 1:00 — 7:00 PM, Saturday
work, but also entertainment. Streaming is a huge data draipen?id=1wNO5dZiGTWkJ81UzLu3rvVTefdVCYKZzZEL0:00 AM — 2:00 PM http://westfordpubliclibrary.org;
and for people on more limited connections, may not be(Bhere is also a link on the top page of the library’s websitéestfordpubliclibrary@gmail.conhike us on Facebook. 878-
possibility. However, did you know that most streamingttps://westfordpubliclibrary.wordpress.comTalented 5639; Bree Drapa, Librarian.
services allow you to download content directly to youWestford artist India Tresselt has created a one-of-a-kindRICHMOND LIBRARY _
smart phone or tablet? Here is an article covering the biggisage for this project. Copies of this coloring sheet are avail- Until the Governor’s Executive Order of “Stay Home,
streaming services and how to access them while offlirble on our Facebook page, Front Porch Forum, our websféy Safe,” we had been offering curbside pick-up of physi-
https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/how-to-download-vide@nd available for pickup curbside. Color this design witsal items. We have now discontinued that service until fur-
from-your-favorite-streaming-service whatever you have at home, then place it in your windowfer notice. ) ]
Mango Languages, which allows patrons access to comu live near a road — or waterproof it with tape, a zip top !f you have any items out right now, don’t worry. Please
versational language learning lessons in 22 languages. Be fag, laminate it, or with a sheet protector and place itin ydugld on to them, if you can. o
to create a profile with your email address when you log jrard, by the road, near your mailbox for everyone to see.ln the _meantime, please visit
for the first time. Our access to Mango Languages is makiigls as well as adults should get coloring! Color more thaww.richmondfreelibraryvt.orgind explore various offer-
possible through a partnership with the Green Mountagme! Show your community spirit — leave it up all month!ngs on the website. ] ]
Library Consortium. To register: Enter the barcode on the Services offered by the Westford Public Library during All patrons may set up an account with GMLC Overdrive
back of your DRML card. Choose Guest Access. In the upur closure: %https://gmlc.c_;verdrlvg.co)nand download ebooks and
per right-hand corner click on the arrow next to “Hello Guest.” The library’s WiFi will remain on 24 hours a day. It can b@udiobooks with a valid card. If your card expired, please
Choose a name, email, and password to sign up. To use: Clickessed via the parking lot, around the building, or acrg¥d us an email with your current contact information (name,
on a language. Choose a course and click on “Get Startetti¢ street on the Common. Please use social distancing. address, phone, email) and we can get it renewed. Ovedrive
Please note: in order to access Mango Languages, you wilPlease disregard all late notices, renewals, etc. Al libragpmes with a very helpful app called Libby. We recommend
need a current library card (blue, expires in 2021). If you nesthterials can be returned via the dropbox, if you choose d@wnloading to whatever device you're using. (It's not yet
to renew your library card, please contact the library -you are unable or unwell, please keep them at home.  available on Kindles.) If you need some help navigating with
rawsonlibrary@drml.org Library cards can be renewed or created via email or thibby,  this ~ booklet should help: https://
Print & Play Games! What better way to pass some tinpdone. richmondfreelibraryvt.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/libby-
right now than to gather with your household and play to- Curbside pickup of library materials: Saturdays, 10:0800klet.pdfLet us know if you need more help. o
gether? But if you are sick of all the games you have righM — 12:00 PM and Wednesdays, 3:00 — 5:00 PM. Find theAre you missing storytimes at the library? While no digi-
now, fear not! The American Library Association has conerder form to choose your materials for pick up on the Ifal display can replace the incomparable Wendy, Jennifer,
piled a list of print and play games — free games you chnary websitehttps:/westfordpubliclibrary.wordpress.com and LJ, in the meantime please visit the Library’s Youth
assemble with a printer and some supplies you have aroutesins can also be ordered over the phone: 878-5639, leavgeavices pagéittps://richmondfreelibraryvt.org/youth-ser-

the house. This is a great opportunity to get crafty as ymessage. vices/ We have provided links to Tumblebooks, a read-aloud
put together a fun new game. Go onlinehips:// ~  Virtual Storytime! Ms. Bree will post a fun story time onPlatform for all ages and to Scholastic’s Learn at Home pack-
games.ala.org/print-play-gamesbon’t have access to a Thursdays. ages littps://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/
printer? Try the Board Game Remix Kit, a PDF that explains « First episodehttps://youtu.be/syAXrg60acY learnathome.htnifrom grades pre-K to high school. We've
how to use some classic games — Monopoly, Trivial Pur- « Second episodéttps://youtu.be/g95CkkE4FDs also created a link to the Big List of Children’s Authdrt(s:/

suit, Clue, and Scrabble — to play interesting new variants ore Third episodehttps://youtu.be/vOyVXIKrXVI lwww.weareteachers.com/virtual-author-activities/
completely new games! Sétps://bgrk.itch.io/the-board-  +April 16: Catd https://youtu.be/iCTbB4bRU1I ?utm_content=1584565321&utm_medium=social&
game-remix-kit. « April 23: Trucks. https://lyoutu.be/xaRr5aoyAy0 utm_source=facebooké&fbclid=IwAR1My1AdDzO8OVr

Contact information: emailawsonlibrary@drml.org May’s Adult Book Group, Wednesday, May 20, 7:00 —

websitewww.drml.org phone 802-899-4962. 8:00 PM. Location? Depending on local restrictions, we will Library news continued on pagel10
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ART / MUSIC / THEATER

VT Arts Council, The Arts Recovery Fund launches a new partnership b/ T Arts Council, VT Humanities
. . tween the Arts Council and the Community Foundation. In . ..
VT Community Foundation support of this new endeavor, the Community Foundation aid to arts and humanities
making a grant of up to $50,000 from the Vermont Arts En- Arts and humanities organizations in Vermont facing hard-
create Arts Recovery Fund dowment to the Arts Council. In addition to supporting thehip due to the COVID-19 pandemic can now apply for

Today, the Vermont Arts Council and the Vermont Confcouncil’s general grantmaking, these funds will b@mergency relief funding through a new partnership between
munity Foundation announce the creation of an Arts Recawioritized to support artists and arts organizations in thefite Vermont Arts Council and Vermont Humanities.
ery Fund to respond to the devastating and rapidly evolvigtgative strategies to keep the arts alive during the COVID- The new COVID-19 Cultural Relief Grant Program is

impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on Vermont’s arts andi9 pandemic. seeded with more than $700,000 from the National Endow-

culture sector. Details about the application process will be available iment for the Arts (NEA) and the National Endowment for
The Arts Recovery Fund has two goals: to deliver fasiday. Artists and organizations interested in applying shoulthe Humanities (NEH) through the Coronavirus Aid, Relief,

tracked support to Vermont'’s struggling arts and culture sexentact Amy Cunningham, and Economic Security (CARES) Act of 2020.

tor, and to provide a central place to coordinate philanthrogicunningham@vermontartscouncil.org Grant awards are based on organization size:

giving. Direct grants will be available to support both indi- . . « Annual operating budgets of up to $200,000: $5000.

vidual artists and cultural organizations that are experienciMpcomlng Vll‘tual ¢ Annual operating budgets between $200,000 and

financial distress due to the spread of the novel coronavirus . $750,000: $7500

across Vermont. For donors, the Arts Recovery Fund is &l 1S €XPeriences « Annual operating budget larger than $750,000: $10,000

opportunity to join a coordinated effort to facilitate the re- For more listings of events to help you stay connected Awards may be made by the VT Arts Council, VT Hu-

covery of Vermont's creative sector. Donations are now bgrhile social distancing, go online tdttps:// manities, or both. The grants do not require a match. Appli-

ing accepted on the Community Foundation’s website @fww.vermontartscouncil.org/covid-19/virtual-arts-experi-cations will be evaluated based on demonstrated need rather

vermontcf.org/ArtsRecovery ences than on a polished application. We seek to fund a diverse
Arts and culture are vital anchors for many of Vermont's The Social Distance Reading Series, a collaboration bénge of organizations of different disciplines, geographic lo-

communities, providing more than 40,000 creative-sector jobgeen The Vermont School poets and Green Mountaig&tions, and backgrounds.

and sustaining vibrant downtowns that are critical to thReview (GMR,greenmountainsreview.comis a pop-up The CARES Act funding to the NEA and NEH was se-

state’s economy and shared community life. series designed to offer poets a platform for launching nesmred through the leadership efforts of Senator Patrick Leahy
Vermont's museums, galleries, and performing arts venuesllections of poems. At this point, it is focusing on collecand Congressman Peter Welch.

are already reporting staggering losses from canceled caians by poets whose book events have been cancelled beVermont's arts and culture sector provides more than

certs, festivals, theatrical performances, and other events dyeen January-May 2020. Readings are posted each Wedrfs000 jobs annually and comprises 9.3% of all employment

to the pandemic. We know Vermont communities will b&lay and Sunday, and are close-captioned for the hearing iifhVermont, higher than the national average.

feeling the effects for many months to come. The Arts Reraired. https:/greenmountainsreview.com/the-social-dis- Though applications will far exceed available funds, the

covery Fund will strengthen the capacity of Vermont's artgance-reading-series/ VT Arts Council and VT Humanities are committed to con-

and culture sector to survive the immediate economic impactSpruce Peak Arts presents a live, ¢.30-minute virtual cotinuing to work with Vermont's Congressional delegation to

and to respond creatively and strategically in the monthk@rt on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM, featuring a talented memiggivocate for more funding.

ahead. of the Spruce Peak Arts community. Note that a live online Applications will be accepted until Sunday, May 31 or
Grants are designed to be flexible and will allow the Artgoncert, streamed from an artist's home, means it doesHntil all available funds have been distributed. The applica-

Council and the Community Foundation to direct resourcefiatter if you are in California or rural Vermont, and withtion takes about 30 minutes to complete.

where the needs are greatest. For now, funds will be focusedVID rocking the internet, bandwidth issues may arise. For full details and to apply for the grant, applicants can

on meeting immediate needs, as follows: Your patience is appreciated while you enjoy these conceryésit either the VT Arts Council application page at
For individual artists: The Fund offers grants to coveThese are live events on YouTube; to register for this fraavw.vermontartscouncil.org/culturalrelief the VT Humani-

income losses due to lost jobs, canceled gigs, exhibits, @ncert, see the link ittps://www.sprucepeakarts.org/ ties application page avww.vermonthumanities.org/c19-

workshops. o wednesday-night-music-seriggpcoming concerts include: grants For ~ more information, email
For nonprofit arts and culture organizations: The Funmay 6, Dwight & Nicole. May 13, Michael Mwenso. vtcovidculturalrelief@gmail.com
provides unrestricted operating support to mitigate the eco-Good clean fun for kids with a VT Comedy Club comed .
nomic impact of workplace closures, event cancellations, afidestream for kids! Saturdays and Wednesdays, 1:00 — 1%0VID-19 emergency relief
other disruptions of critical revenue. PM. Find tickets atvww.vermontcomedyclub.cam/ i i
Future rounds of funding may also support creative re- y fundmg for artists _ )
sponses to the pandemic, such as online arts experiences, Direct grants of up to $500 are available to artists who
virtual gallery tours, concerts, etc.; planning and implemen- have lost income due to the effects of COVID-19. Applica-
tation of re-opening and re-scheduling canceled events; and tions opened April 22. Visit the Vermont Arts Council's Rapid
arts events and initiatives that facilitate community recov- Response Artist Relief Fund pagehttps://
ery. www.vermontartscouncil.org/grants/artists/rapid-response-

artist-relieffor more information.

Library news continued from page-9

NaKDQAdQUAUsfk2LHghASUfm - available on Kindles.) If you need some help navigating with If you have books checked out, they will not need to be
ZIUtaBZj66r50V5pgvk Everyone from James DeaRete Libby, this booklet should help: https:// renewed and we will not send overdue notices during this
the Cat), Oprah Winfrey reads Thelma Godifi'da Hoopin' richmondfreelibraryvt.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/libbytime. We hope that this will be short term and that we will
Queen, Grace Lin shows how to draw Chinese Dragons, Mooklet.pdfLet us know if you need more help. soon be back to normal operating hours and services. In the
Willems share®iggie & Elephantctivities. There are also  Are you missing storytimes at the library? While no digimeantime, we are available to assist patrons by phone, email,
many links to authors of young adult books. Vermont®al display can replace the incomparable Wendy, Jenniféacebook messaging and through information on our website,
Children’s Literacy Foundation has also provided an exteand LJ, in the meantime please visit the Library’s Youtivwww.fairfaxvtlibrary.org
sive collection of Literacy Resources for Learnihggds://  Services pagéttps://richmondfreelibraryvt.org/youth-ser- ~ WiFiinformation: We invite everyone to use the FCL WiFi
wordpress.com/read/feeds/45713222/posts/2638693961ices! We have provided links to Tumblebooks, a read-alowbnnection at the library. You will see these networks:
You can'’t check out a book from the library right now, but dplatform for all ages and to Scholastic’s Learn at Home padk€L_Public-2.4or FCL_Public-5(either one is fine to use).
check out all of these great resources. We'll continue to addes Kittps://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/suppoithe password iE2P39AB4and is posted on the doors near
materials for entertainment, education and enrichment!  learnathome.htmlfrom grades pre-K to high school. We'vethe sidewalk.

Are you or someone in the family home from school aralso created a link to the Big List of Children’s Authdrisi(s:/ Hours: Monday and Wednesday 8:30 AM — 5:30 PM;
needing help with various subjects or certification programé®@ww.weareteachers.com/virtual-author-activitiesfTuesday and Thursday 8:30 AM — 8:00 PM; Friday 8:30
LearningExpress is a highly acclaimed eLearning platforfutm_content=1584565321&utm medium=social&utm_source=fac&M — 3:15 PM; Saturday 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM.
that provides support to students and professionals for acaeok&fdid=WAR1My1AIDzO80OMVMaKDQAJQUAUsK2L HghASUinwww. fairfaxvtlibrary.org 802-849-2420. Call or email
demic skill-building, tutorials, occupational exploration, starZlUtaBZj66r50V5pgve There are also many links to audibraryprograms@fwsu.orgFor up-to-date info about pro-
dardized test prep, career certification test prep and matfeors of young adult books. Vermont’s Children’s Literacgrams, visit our websit@ww.fairfaxvtlibrary.org where you
Patrons will create their own account where they can keEpundation has also provided an extensive collection of Litan also find a link to the interactive Google calendar.
track of modules explored. Brush up on your math, scieneeacy Resources for Learningttps://wordpress.com/read/ BROWNELL LIBRARY, ESSEX JUNCTION
or writing skills, study for the GED, SAT, ACT, GRE, LSAT, feeds/45713222/posts/2638693p6¥ou can’'t check out a  After the urging from the Governor to “Stay Safe and Stay
MCAT, a variety of Allied Health Certifications, Firefighting, book from the library right now, but do check out all of theseome,” Brownell has stopped all library operations. This
Plumbing and more. Explore the possibilities at Learning Egreat resources. We'll continue to add materials for entertameans we will no longer be offering holds/check outs in the
press [ttps://www.learningexpresshub.com/ProductEnginehent, education and enrichment! rear vestibule. The book drop will also be closed, so please
LELIndex.html#/learningexpresslibrary/ Areyou or someone in the family home from school ariceep your items (books, DVDs, etc.) at home. There are no
libraryhome?AuthToken=838C46F8-8709-4FFB-B5CCneeding help with various subjects or certification programs?erdues being sent out at this time, and we never charge
EFAFA995C5CH LearningExpress is a highly acclaimed eLearning platforfimes for late items.

Open Monday and Wednesday 10:00 AM — 8:00 PMhat provides support to students and professionals for acal you are still in need of reading materials please check out
Tuesday and Thursday 1:00 — 6:00 PM, Friday 10:00 AMdemic skill-building, tutorials, occupational exploration, stari-ibby or Overdrive for downloadable bookhkttps://

6:00 PM, Saturday 10:00 AM — 2:00 PM; closed Sunday.dardized test prep, career certification test prep and mogenlc.overdrive.com/

Richmond Free Library, 201 Bridge St., P.O. Box 99Ratrons will create their own account where they can keepFor Village residents, we can even offer a temporary vir-

Richmond, VT 05477; 434-3036; fax 434-3223frack of modules explored. Brush up on your math, scienteal card, which will provide access to these services for the

www.richmondfreelibraryvt.org or writing skills, study for the GED, SAT, ACT, GRE, LSAT,duration of our closure.
DOROTHY ALLING MEMORIAL LIBRARY MCAT, a variety of Allied Health Certifications, Firefighting, =~ You can also still catch our digital programming on our
WILLISTON Plumbing and more. Explore the possibilities at Learning Exebsite program calendar, just select the event for details and

The physical library is closed until further notice to keepress [ittps://www.learningexpresshub.com/ProductEnginghe meeting link to log omttps://brownelllibrary.org/events/
our patrons and staff safe, but the virtual library is open! WeE LIndex.html#/learningexpresslibrary/calendar
have discontinued curbside pick-up until further notice. libraryhome?AuthToken=838C46F8-8709-4FFB-B5CC- If you need help using any of these services, email us at
Watch on Facebookh(tps://www.facebook.com/pg/ EF4AFA995C5CH frontdesk@brownelllibrary.orgWe will also be checking
WDAML/videos/?ref=page_internafr YouTube as Miss FAIRFAX COMMUNITY LIBRARY voicemail periodically, and you can leave us a message at
Jess opens the new Dorothy’s List 2020-21 nominees thafThe Fairfax Community Library is currently closed buB78-6955.
just arrived! Thursday, April 2, 10:30 AM. has started some virtual programs and will be posting videosBrownell Library, 6 Lincoln St., Essex Junction. Hours:
Looking for something to do with the kids? Check out ourosting video chats, and sharing resources. If you have Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM — 9:00 PM; Tues-
Kidspace pagéhftps://williston.lib.vt.us/index.php/kids-pgge idea for a virtual program — a skill you'd like to share, a craftay, Thursday, Saturday: 9:00 AM —5:00 PM. Contact Main
for some fun programs with music and story times with oyou’d like to teach — let the library know! Desk 878-6955, Youth Desk 878-6956, Reference Desk 878-
very own Miss Jess and her lovable pug, Petunia. Story Time Tuesdays — a virtual story hour recorded ar@®57, orfrontdesk@brownelllibrary.org
If you have any items out right now, don’t worry. Pleasposted to YouTube and the library’s Facebook page. ESSEX FREE LIBRARY
hold on to them, if you can. PJ Story Hour — a read-aloud and activities posted to theAs a public healthy precaution, the Essex Free Library is
In the meantime, please visitlibrary Facebook page on the second Thursday of each mortbsed, but our online resources and services are always open.
www.richmondfreelibraryvt.organd explore various offer-  Knitwits Online, Tuesdays, 3:00 —4:00 PM: join the knitAll you need is your library card. Don’t have a library
ings on the website. ting circle on Zoom to chat and create with others. Send tbard? Request a virtual library e-card today to access our
All patrons may set up an account with GMLC Overdrivébrary an email telling of your interested, and receive backebook and audiobook collections. Our website
(https://gmic.overdrive.cojnand download ebooks andlink to the Zoom chat. www.essexfreelibrary.com has details.
audiobooks with a valid card. If your card expired, please Virtual Book Club, Thursday, May 7, 11:00 AM — 12:00 Essex Free Library, 1 Browns River Rd., Essex. Hours:
send us an email with your current contact information (nanfeM. A few in our book club are readiRgdhead by the Side Monday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:00 AM — 5:00 PM; Tues-
address, phone, email) and we can get it renewed. Overdi¢he Road by Anne Tyler. Feel free to read it if you like, afay, Thursday: 9:00 AM — 8:00 PM; Saturday, 9:00 AM —
comes with a very helpful app called Libby. We recommeriating another book you have read. 2:00 PM. 802-879-031&ssexfreelibrary.com
downloading to whatever device you're using. (It's not yet
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

Mrs. Margit Kotorman , 82, of proud not of himself but of his family, friends, and colleagues.
Westford, VT passed away peacefullywhen he became a member of a board he was most proud to
after fighting a valiant battle with cancer,serve on, Bernie said, “Can you believe it, a nobody like me
2019 Dean’s Award for Academic Excellence at Colgate U on Wednesday, April 8, 2020. Her threemade it here and I'm surrounded by all these important
versity, Hamilton, NY. Kusserow-Lair, a member of th children were by her bedside holding hepeople.” Yes, Bernie we believe it, we always believed in you
Colgate University Class of 2022, is a graduate of the \§ hand. Margit was born in Hungary onand so did all those important people. The family respect-
mont Commons School. : March 14, 1938 to Daniel and Margitfully requests that in lieu of flowers contributions be made to
Meszaros. She came to America alone, amited Way of Lamoille County, 20 Morrisville Plaza-Suite
arefugee, escaping the Hungarian Revol®, TD Bank Building, Morrisville, VT 05661, the University
tion in her teenage years. She was lowf Vermont basketball programs, UVM Men’s and Women'’s
ingly fostered by Henry and Ethel SwartBasketball Excellence Funds, c/o UVM Foundation, 411 Main
pleased to announce that Susanne Parent has accepte of Oak Park, IL. She attended Coe Collegst., Burlington, VT 0540 yww.uvmfoundation.orgr Jenna’s
position of Executive Director, starting April 27, 2020. Dur= in lowa when she met her husband, LouiBromise, 1159 Foote Brook Rd., Johnson, VT 0568ps:/
ing this time of uncertainty and change, it is wonderful t§otorman. She moved to Vermont and worked as a histologsghnaspromise.org/donation-options/ Catholic Mass and
have a long term, committed, and skilled member of OCdgchnician at the hospital. She then focused on raising Belebration of Bernie's life will take place as time permits.
take this leadership role and prepare the Camp to meettitgge children while enjoying gardening, playing tennis, and i . «\rike™ Mallow . 88. of
mission to create a caring, nourishing community for Moufiking. She became a private pilot and an Adirondack 46'¢4,, jino10n VT passed away peac
Mansfield Unified Union children, where every child carflimbing all 46 peaks twice. She loved nature, the mountai lly on Wednesday, April 22, 2020
find success. Please join us in welcoming Susanne to tAf¥l spending time with her large family. Her loving spirit angh, o a5 horn in Bolton, VT to par-
critical role and support her as she helps us all move forwa#fong faith were qualities evident to everyone she met. SUG -\ viliam “Bill” Mallow and Gladys

College honors

Ana Kusserow-Lair of Underhill, VT has earned the fall

Susanne Parent to lead OCCC
Our Community Cares Camp (OCCC) Board is ve

together. is survived by her daughter Erika anql husban_d, Rick Rothvx_/ - : P
To find out more about Susanne and/or OCCC's prograf§r sons Mark Kotorman and wife Laurie, and Dani ig\évrre\r}fnegtgﬂgllgybinc%y%ﬁoh%gv S it
that provide healthy meals, connections, and fun to kids K@torman and wife Holly, four grandsons and four grand," =~ . o

the summer, visitoww.ourcommunitycarescamp.otfyou  daughters, as well as four great-granddaughters, her SiSISI™ ' the storv of the first time hd | ‘
are able, please make a tax deductible donation of any amdfgztina Hucker of Hungary, and a nephew. She was loveg | |- eyes onyhis beloved Ina Mad é-
to support this work. Help us to continue our investment Ry many friends and family and will be deeply missed by a

ﬁgpredeceased him. Mike would off"
our local youth. A celebration of life will be held in Westford, VT at a timeie would tell us that it was love al

h

- X . rst sight. He'd reflect back to the day
TBD due to current pandemic. In lieu of flowers/gifts, th e was painting a barn with a friend

family asks that a contribution be made to the Green MOULE § <aw Ina Mae (Besaw) walk by. He told his friend “I'm

WEEKLY LEGISLATIVE UPDATES tain Club of VT. The family also invites you to share youging to marry that girl one day,” and on July 24, 1953 he and
memories and condolences by visitimyw.awrfh.com Ina were married and began their life together! They shared
. 65 years together. Their first journey together was a move to

Gisele Dora Caron 83, of (yjahoma, where he was stationed after joining the U.S. Air
Westford, VT died peacefully on porce. After his discharge, they moved back home along with
Monday, April 13, 2020 at the Ar- {neir first child to help with the family business, Mallow’s
bors at Shelburne, VT. Gisele wasyarket, in south Hinesburg, VT. He later bought the Market
born on June 10, 1936 in Paquettevillegom his father and ran it with his family for another 21
Québec, the daughter of William andyears. The Mallow’s Market buck pool was known by hunt-
Albina (Bellville) Breault. She immi- s near and far. Mike looked forward with pride to the yearly
grated to Westford at a young age. ORyent, The buck pool was known as one of the largest in the
November 29, 1958, she marriedsiate Many were lucky enough to get their Polaroid picture
Gerard Caron at St. Luke Catholichosied on the board with their catch, and get reported daily
Churchin Fairfax, VT. She and Gerardy, the radio. After 21 years as a store owner working seven
— were married for 41 years beforegays a week, Mike sold the market and started new careers:
ard died in 2000. Gisele is survived by her sons DeniSsgiesman for Leisure World Pools, and a truck driver for
As a grad of Johnson State College myself | have degg"on and his wife Donna of Westford, Louis Caron of Vilpy qer Rental up to his retirement. Mike’s life revolved around
feelings about the campus and the VSC. | went to my fi|§ 1a BeacthA, and R?ﬁer Carorrl]_and h'SW'Ife Lori Of‘]OhnSlof%mily, friends, and the outdoors. He loved hunting, fishing,
Johnson Alumni dinner with my Grandmother. She gradl.2nd by her grandchildren Whitney, Taylor, Matt, Angelagq\ymobiling, and late in life, golfing. Mike and Ina enter-
ated from Johnson in 1932. She was an elementary tea g ‘]?Shué"h.She.f |sCaIs_c|) survc;vhed by hegbro_th%r Germalthed many friends and family at their home. They were
for many years in Cambridge and Essex. My first alumhrear\]utgn d |'E5W| € ec(ljeb, ana her i5|s_ter rac? ourgln 2BMazing dancers and it was always a treat to watch them
dinner was my first and her 80The dinner was in front of ea_ us anG mc(ejry, z(ianI ydsever:a nieces 3” nep degv Rcing the jitterbug at party or wedding. A skilled hunter,
the old fireplace in Sterns Hall. Stearns was full that night a Elon to q erard and Llauae, sde walls_é)re elceaase Yfl&hy hunting trips, and stories to go with them. Mike re-
my Grandmother and | had a great time together. rothers and sisters Lucien, Gertrude, Alcide, Roland, Romegqeq a “hole in one™ at the West Bolton CC and said he

What we shared that evening was a grateful respect for GIpert: ¢armen, and Clement. Theref: will _belno silerwcesl\@ s lucky not a lot of golfers were out that day so he didn’t
alma mater. It had given us both a chance at life. Her motfigS time due to COVID-19. A Mass for Gisele will be cely\aye to buy many beers! During his Mallow's Market days
had passed away when she was 14. She was the oldeSPoRted at_”Slt). Lﬁk?dcath()"f (ih‘,”Ch atalater_da';e._/%\grave fke would always be there for friends in need and many
four siblings and grew up on a very small Greensboro hRF'vice wi ef ?1 fat Slt u FS Cemdet:ary In Fair aé at theoked up to Mike as an honest and decent man. Mike’s
farm. Her teaching certificate gave her a way to support rieqnven'ence ?ht e family. Online condolences may be magg&oted, loving, and beautiful wife Ina Mae predeceased him
family and helped her have a life. Fifty years later Johnsdp WWW-minorth.com in 2019. He leaves his three children, William Michael Mal-
gave me an education. Growing up on a small family daify Bernard Charles Juskiewicz Jr. low and wife Denise of Saratoga Springs, NY, Annette Palmer
farm in Cambridge, opportunities were limited but Johnsgn — born April 6, 1943; died Wednes-and husband Tony of Williston, VT, and Stacey Peet and
gave me a chance to work on the farm and go to school. day, April 8, 2020 — of husband Fred Peet of Gastonia, NC; eight grandchildren and
life and the opportunities I've had since then were, in large ; Northampton, MA and Cambridge,14 great-grandchildren. He also leaves two special nieces,
part, made possible because | was able to go on to collede. |, %% - VT. Bernie was an only child, broughtJanet Russell and husband David, and Carolyn Bourgeois
owe a lot to Johnson and my Grandmother was the same. It up on the wrong side of the tracks byand husband Marcel. He can rest now, dancing with Ina Mae
gave us both opportunities that we never would have loving parents who worked diligently to big band music in the sky. Dad... thank you for passing on
otherwise. and tirelessly to improve their posi-your life’s meanings onto us as we continue forward in our

I was thrilled when the Chancellor last week pulled h tion in life. Going to the YMCA and life’s journeys. Peace at last, you will always be in our hearts!
recommendation to close the three campuses. | believe ¢ home alone after school beginning inVe would like to thank the staff at Birchwood Terrace, and
today there are many local students in the same position the second grade gave Bernie his peBayada who in Dad'’s final days were courageous, so profes-
Grandmother was in 1932 and | was in 1982. | believe spective on the world that peoplesional, and made him very comfortable. There will be no
need to preserve that opportunity for today’s students. PRged help even though you might not see it. Working in thasiting hours. A private memorial service will be held at a
serving that future for Vermont's next generation has benefighacco fields and on produce farms around Hadley, MA atater date. In lieu of flowers please give to the Alzheimer's
for all of us. young age instilled in Bernie a strong work ethic and the idégsociation of VTwww.act.alz.org/donatd he arrangements

The gut wrenching experience we just went through ist@at no one is above any occupation and everyone shoulddve in the care of Ready Funeral & Cremation Service. To
wake up call. Yes, the State and the Legislature need to dée@ted with equity and respect. Bernie worked tirelessly héend online condolences to his family please visit
better job of funding the College system. That goes with owhole life to help others without ever taking credit for hisvww.readyfuneral.com
saying. The competition for students is greater than it hgforts, he instilled in his family “Life is not about you, bu
ever been for our colleges. With declining numbers of stgthers” He had a passion and love of the Red Sox, the ho HOME IMPROVEMENT
dents and with the push toward more online classes it maRésSaratoga, the coast of Maine, UVM basketball, famil
it a daunting effort to keep the VSC system vibrant. All yoﬁggrdsﬁand COrY;?unlthyt, tl;erl]t_ Washyrl\évaverlndq and |Ir?1’con_1p' =
have to do is hear the ads from Southern New Hampshig®le. He never thought ot himseilr. "6e good” was bernie’'s nNi
University and their push to more online classes to knoF\)N tRersonal mantra that not only did he believe in, but lived by. Award Winning Homes
competition is like nothing our schools have faced beforépending countless evening hours and weekends toimprqve _ _
Doing the same isn't going to compete with the resourc community and state he loved and lived in. Bernie was* Period Design Build Porches « Garages

Vermont State College

and Johnson

By Rich Westman,State Senator, Lamoille District

Whoever thought anything could top COVID-19 as a ne
story? Here in Vermont the Chancellor’s recent announ
ment that he was going to recommend closing three Verm
State College campuses did just that over the last coupl
weeks. It was a crazy couple of weeks but what | can say |
I've never been prouder of our community. The communi
immediately rose up to support the excellent work of the
State Colleges and the Johnson campus of Northern Verm&r&tr
University...

these online giant degree mills can muster. . édditi%nsi_ . gatf;_s Kit;f:jt_an Remodels
The VSC and Johnson specifically are something spedia * Remodeling * Roofing « Siding '

and we need to work together to give students opportun ty.\NEEKLY LEGISLATIVE UPDATES * Sun Rooms * Flooring, Hardwood & Tile

Yes, we need to fund them better but we are a small state and — * Window & Door Replacement

« Electrical & Plumbing
« Light Painting

23 Kristie Lane
Jericho, VT 05465

www.thurgsteconstructionvt.com

money alone won't keep these schools vibrant. The V
needs to be nimble andpable to meet the needs of todi??rmont State Colleges update
students. We need to work together to keep educational op- Lucy Rogers,State Representative, Lamoille-3 |
portunities alive and make sure they are relevant in a changThe Vermont State Colleges Chancellor, Jeb Spauldind™. -
ing world. (has resigned) from his position. | will be providing mor
| keep hearing people refer to the immediate funding probpdates on the State Colleges situation as | have them, bqt in
lems of the VSC and the potential funding from the Legisléhe meantime | am committed to two main goals:
ture to deal with these stresses as “Bridge Funding.” Let me» to advocate within the legislature for adequate funding
say to future students: This community is committed ti@r the Vermont State Colleges; and

these schools. | see this, if we work together, as a commit= to ensure that all decisions going forward include inpyt | p) L | ] I._I

ment to a sustainable future for the state colleges and Johné@m, and collaboration with, members of the communitigs } _|)J' L r-]

Itis also a commitment to Vermont's own future. | see this &sat will be most affected by those decisions. 'n:-i] 1‘,..\_)

a path to sustainability — not a bridge. If you missed the “’Pitch Session” that Reps. Noyes, Hil], sanding & I -]  2amr
and |, and Senator Westman hosted last weekend to keasiﬁ:'\figgs I Service

i i . ideas from our community, you can watch it hévps:/ ; ~
Feedmg_ vermonters m_ need; www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ouapr1LXSHw addition, if m
forecastmg COVID-19 in VT you haven't done so already, please send me your ideas|for

the future Of Vermont’s state colleges system. | am encour 1g.awncare & Gardens, Fences Installation/Repairs, Pressure Washing, Stone-Concrete

H H H : I L Walkways, Wall & Patios, Firewood, Light Trucking, Driveway Installation & Repair
On Monday. April 27 for my live daily COVID-19 video Ing_a” Iegls_lato_rs to se_nd me thelr constituents Ideas’ W_hl ’bork Raking, Brush Hogging, Snow Plowing, Salt and Sanding, Electrical & Much More
Y, AP y y | will combine into a single document to be posted public

| had a discussion with Rob Meehan, director of Feeding, the website for the Speaker of the House. More info [to Office: 899-2919 - Cell: 734- 8247
Chittenden (formerly the Chittenden Emergency Food Shelfy el ' Stephan Griffiths Jr. - owner

Fully Insured allphase87@gmail.com  Essex, VT 05452

By Tim Ashe, State Senator, Chittenden District

<

Legislative updates continued on page 12
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Legislative updatescontinued from page tt
Rob talked about the enormous increase in nestriety of methods, and held our first live re-bor specifically for the purposes of determin-

VERMONT HUMANITES COUNCIL for meals throughout the county and how hignote session. It is also possible to watch anilg unemployment compensation for the Pan-
staff and volunteers have adapted to meet theisten to the proceedings on YouTube. It was gdemic Unemployment Assistance program for
WOLF PEACHES, POISONED need. Pretty inspirational stuff. significant undertaking to have 150 people tryindependent contractors and individuals who
PEAS, AND MADAME You can see the discussion hehgtps:// ing to do something at the same time usingre self-employed. _
POMPADOUR’S UNDERWEAR: www.youtube.com/watch?v=CIqtGoAboEY technology. We persevered and passed a num- S.114: this bill is related to a number of is-
‘ : Wednesday, April 29 | was joined by Mike ber of bills relating to Vermont’s response tosues including: allowing judicial discretion for
THE SURPRISING HISTORY Piecak, who is in charge of COVID-19 model-the pandemic. rent hearings; allowing remote execution of a
OF COMMON GARDEN ing and forecasting for the State. Mike pro- S.316: this is an act regarding the executiopower of attorney; emergency rules for record-
VEGETABLES 4 vided behind-the-scenes insights into how hiof wills. Ordinarily, wills need to be executed ining of deeds; the ability of a defendant to ap-
y 4| number crunching has helped inform the state’serson, in front of witnesses. This bill enablegpear by video or audio appearance; extension
WITH AUTHOR "} public health measures, and how it will be usethe remote execution of wills in accordanceof the statutes of limitations for 60 days after
REBECCA RUPP moving forward as restrictions are eased. Yowith the Secretary of State’s emergency ruleshe Governor terminates the state of emer-
can see my discussion with Mike dttps:// during the pandemic. gency; and, an alternative method to having a
WWW.youtube.com/ H74L thisis an act enabling the Departdocument notarized during the state of emer-
watch?v=woF8QOCxnfQ&t=73s ment of Buildings and General Services to havg@ency. ] )
access to the background check records of indi- In addition to these bills, we continue to
Report on remote viduals who will be working in state buildings, help constituents navigate the unemployment
. . ) but who are employed by contractors or subsystem. Independent contractors and self-em-
Ieglslatlve session work contractors. ployed individuals are now eligible to file and

S.340: this bill enables the State Treasureg¢an do so ahttps://labor.vermont.gov/PUA

to borrow from funds created by the Legisla-We continue to work on unemployment issues
re for a period of up to 90 days. In essencénd are seeing some progress, but there are still
is is state government borrowing from itselftoo many Vermonters waiting for their ben-
tather than incurring the additional expense offits.

outside borrowing. The Treasurer is al- | have also heard from many of you regard-
ready allowed to do this for a 60-day pe-ing the proposal by Chancellor Jeb Spaulding
riod, and this extends it to 90 days (45to close three Vermont State College campuses.
days before and after the end of the fiscaf\t the current time, that proposal has been
year). withdrawn, but the work to identify a sustain-

We are here to serve you in the safest ways possible.
Shop our greenhouses in limited numbers while practicing distancing, [, 5341 ihis bil enables the Tax Depart-able sotion 10 e Issue COMNES 4 at
Purse Oakwood Farm’s Facebook page and order for curbside pickup, JJ°" °¢™"9° *™ the Deparment of La-twood@leg.staie.V.us

Call 802-764-5822, Email: oakwoodfarm@comcast.net COVID-19 Help with Unemployment

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2020 AT 6:30 PM Theresa Wood State Representative,
ON Z00M Washington-Chittenden U

Please email fairfaxlibrarian@gmail.com for Last week was an historic week for the HOUS%h
the Zoom link! of Representatives — we voted to conduc

business remotely during the pandemic using

Robert Bancroft,
" = ] O | - =] 1 update from State Representative,
ill- i Chittenden-8-3
Underhl” ':]e“Cho_ If you are a resident of the Chittenden 8-3
Reps Squwre”’ T||| District and are having difficulties registering

for Unemployment Insurance (Ul) or the Pan-
. The Vermont House of Repr_esenta-demic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) pro-
tives has been hard at work since th%ram, send me an email at
COVID-19 crisis began. While we closed 5ot @leg.state.VT.us may be able to as-
the State House building on March 13.qt vy in registering and receiving payments.
our meetings shifted to remote commity \jjj need the following information: your
tee hearings. We've been hard at worl, e |ast four digits of your Social Security
m_Hquse Natural Re_sources, Fish an umber; email address; phone number; is your
Wildlife (Trevor Squirrell) and House problem with Ul or PUA; have you opened an

Ways and Means (George Till). Qur f0-initial claim (if so, the date); have you received
cus has been to support emerging coms check (if opened a claim).

Mother's Day is just around the corner! A gift to tell her she is munity and state needs to slow the sprea
of COVID-19.

special and appreciated with flowers is always a good way to say On Thursdiay, the House of Repre-
Thank You Mom! We have hanging baskets in the latest colors sentatives met using a secure, remot€hittenden County

: . g voting system to amend our rules so the
and combinations, annuals to brighten up a flower bed, peren- House can conduct its business usinggoccer School 2020
19

: : r after vear, vegetables and online sessions until the COVID- .
nials that make a memorable gift year a year, veg emergency passes. This was a first for We are all hopeful and looking forward to

herbs to keep her healthy. If you don't know what to pick we the Vermont House, and we immediately3°™e time on the pitch together this summer!

: As of now, soccer camp is still “on” for Mon-
. . took action to pass a package of COVID/ oD . . )
are happy to help you or make it a day and bring Mom by to let 19 relief bills to enable the Pandemicday-Friday, July 13-17 at Mills Riverside Park.

. ; uUntil we get a directive from the State of
Unemployment Assistance program, f f
. her ple. See you soon! - permitpthg execution of a willpwitghout Vermont and Governor Scott, we will still re-

having to be in direct contact with othermai.n hopeful that soccer camp will be good to
people, and provide our State Treasured® In July. We know there may be more changes
ahead during these challenging times.

with tools to proactively manage state
and local cashpﬂow neeﬁs. 9 We have reserved MRP for a backup week

The COVID-19 crisis requires all August 3-7. We will keep all regis_trants up-
hands on deck. We will hold more re_dated as we move through the spring.

‘What's ‘Hot
a S 0 mote floor sessions in the near future, vermont is doing very well at meeting bench-

" : e You can watch recordings of House meetMarks for the gradual reopening of social re-
ﬂt GakWOOd B A 5~y ings, and live floor sessions, by follow- Strictions. We are lucky that camp is located at
. S Q- ing our legislative page on YouTube: MRP with wide open field space for us to stretch

> | . t. O tential ch for 2020 i i
‘Farm S? % : . Bg%six&\:vyvé.f/voButltlrtl)_gdct:og/'\;I:Rannellgﬂr regiitpa(;igr?slasoccgrr?; ch still oI[JSeI(’:z?t?ep:Jnng-
. . e ’ : (R This is_ a tough_time f-OF many i_n Ourde[”r]lsnwks;(;:lijaiogztlllﬂex;]nog hrg\llis'registered keep
Quallty, (Value R s » ﬁg\r;ﬁem:nrytéugslteigs: é)refelr;dtt()):cckh \I,(,g?:ZWe hope alive! For more info please‘ visit
B > be reached aisquirrell@Ieg.statel.VT.us www.chittendencountysoccerschool.org
& Friendly Staff! -4 o (Trevor - Sauirrel - an
»i o . h € 3 g gtill@leg.state.VT.ugGeorge Till).
* Perennials LY
+ Organic Vegetables & Herbs -+ 10" Baskets
* Bedding Plants + 12" Baskets Sunday, May ]O
+ Stunning Potted Plants In Full Bloom Remember Mom
‘Premlunl‘Pack “Weekend Special Our with a lovely bouquet,
ﬂ‘r\llgggi gs& Select 10" Baskets Greenhouses beautiful roses,
Jumbo Rootballs Sat. May 9 CIEEEH or flowering plant.

Stocked for

at our everyday & Sun. May 10 Mother’s Day

low prices!

$28.99 Weekend
Down To Earth Prices On Organic ‘Veggie/Herbs

o OPEN
Drive a little save a lot at 9am tc 7om

Oibwood Sooams K “5ase

Pioneering Organic Gardening Since 1930
6 Weed Road & Rt. 128 North

Essex, Vermont SINCE 1943

764-5822

é . w"sz‘

‘LORIST

=)
10 Lincoln Street « Essex Junction « 878-8113

% www.maplehurstflorist.com « Local & Nationwide Delivery 5




